
Volume XV September 2009 Number 6 

Discipleship Fair 

ABCCONN’s annual Discipleship Fair will be held on 
October 24th at South Church in New Britain. The event will 
include worship, workshops, youth programs, a book table, 
fellowship, and lots of opportunities to discover resources for 
your church’s discipleship ministries. 

Following ABCCONN’s theme for this year which focuses on 
worship, the workshops at the Discipleship Fair will help you 
and your church enhance your worship experiences. 
Workshops include: 

· Children and Worship 
· Jesus’ Healing Power: Healing Services and Your 

Congregation 
· Starting a Second Worship Service 
· Blending Technology and Worship 
· Singing the Faith 
· Using the Arts in Worship 

among others! 

The cost for the event is $20 and includes lunch. Children up 
to age 12 are free. Or, bring a group of 6 from your church for 
$100! 

Together In The 
Lord  

Ministry Renewal 
Conference 

 
The Ministers Council of 
the American Baptist 
Churches, USA is again 
sponsoring a conference 

for pastors and professional church leaders in 
Orlando, FL on January 4-7, 2010.  For more 
information see www.ministerscouncil.org. 

Baptists Celebrate 400 Years 

The Baptist World Alliance Annual 
Gathering took place in Ede, Netherlands, from 
July 27 to August 1.  ABCUSA General Secretary 
Roy Medley was present along with Baptists from 
50 different countries. 
 
During the conference a special worship service 
was held in celebration of the 400th anniversary of 
the Baptist movement. The service recognized the 
founding of the first Baptist church by British 
exiles living in Amsterdam in 1609.  



It is a God thing. That is all I can say about the sale of 
the ABCCONN office on Bloomfield Avenue. Now 
that everything is said and done, I would like to tell 
you how this sale came about, because it is a God 
thing. 

Many of you know that, prior to my coming into this 
position in 2005, there had been conversations about 
selling the Bloomfield Avenue house. There were 
some properties that were explored, but for one 
reason or another, no decision was made to sell and 
move. 

The conversations began again after I was called into 
this position. You see, it was not very costly to be in 
that beautiful building in terms of regular monthly 
expenses. But there was a great deal of concern about 
the need for major renovations and repairs. The 
decision was made that we wanted our money to be 
wisely spent on ministry rather than sinking it all into 
maintenance. Indeed, with a smaller staff, I did not 
think it was wise stewardship to be in such a large 
building. Others in the ABCCONN leadership agreed, 
and so the search was on again for another site. In the 
midst of our looking for another site, one of the 
Bloomfield Avenue neighbors wrote to us saying that 
if we ever wanted to sell the property they would be 
interested in buying it. Wow – it was like being 
offered manna from heaven! 

While we were in the middle of these conversations 
one of our housing committee members contacted the 
University of Hartford, which had at one time 
expressed interest in purchasing the house. Soon after 
that contact was made, we received a call, not from 
the neighbor, and not from the University, but from 
another religious group which was indeed interested. 
They came over that same week, walked through all 
four stories, and the sale process began. It has taken 
quite a while for the whole process to be completed (I 
am told that these things do take time, proving once 
again, that while patience is a virtue, it is not one that 
I possess); but the house is now in the good hands of a 
Jewish group called the Chabad House. This 
particular Chabad house has a very active campus 
ministry with the University of Hartford and they will 
be using the building in much the same way that we 
have over the years. 

Some of you may remember that we purchased the 
ABCCONN house in 1958 from a Roman Catholic 
monsignor. He had lived there for several years 
before selling it to us. So now the house has gone 
from Roman Catholic to Baptist to Jewish. This is 
why I say that it is a God thing. It was not 
happenstance that this sale has occurred in this way, 
as far as I am concerned. It is the Spirit of God that 
continues to guide and direct our lives, the lives of 
those who preceded us and the lives of those who 
follow us. We may worship in a different style and 
way, and maybe even in a different language, but we 
worship the same God who was with our forbears, is 
with us today, and will be with us tomorrow. I believe 
that God’s presence was felt in the building when the 
Rabbis first came to look at the house and I believe 
that they sensed that. In fact, when I had a 
conversation a few weeks ago with the senior Rabbi, I 
mentioned that and he was in total agreement. He said 
that every time he walks into that house, he 
experiences the presence of God. 

As much as so many of us loved that building and 
will miss its warmth and beauty, we know that the 
house is in good hands and that we are in a good place 
as well. We have stood on sacred ground on 
Bloomfield Avenue and we continue to stand on 
sacred ground in our new space. In many ways I am 
reminded of the stories of God travelling with Moses 
and the Israelites as they moved from place to place 
waiting to be called into the land that God had 
prepared for them. God has been in our midst 
wherever we have been. That is true not only for this 
organization called American Baptist Churches of 
CT, but it is true for our personal lives as well; 
wouldn’t you agree? 

In service to Christ, 
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The American Baptist Churches of Connecticut (ABCCONN)  are: 
 

Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples 
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SEPTEMBER 

7 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 
Labor Day 

8 - August mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
12 - ABWM retreat at Camp Wightman 
12 - Interim Ministry Training, Connecticut Baptist 

Homes 
19 - YEL! Event, Connecticut Baptist Homes 
19 - Midlife Spirituality Workshop, Connecticut 

Baptist Homes 
23 - Stewardship Workshops, FBC Norwich 

OCTOBER 

6 - September mission giving is due in Valley 
Forge 

8 - Protecting the Sacred, ABCCONN Offices 
12 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

Columbus Day 
24 - Discipleship Fair, First Baptist/South 

Congregational Church, New Britain 
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Domestic Violence Flyers and Bookmarks 

On any given day in the state of Connecticut more than 
600 persons seek help from the 18 identified domestic 
violence programs (this is from a 2008 survey done with 
the domestic violence programs). Of those 600, 75% are 
seeking help, guidance, advocacy or shelter for 
themselves and possibly their children. The reports of 
domestic violence instances have shown an increase in 
domestic violence as the economy has weakened. These 
are people we see every day in the stores and schools and 
in our churches. In this mailing we are again including 
fliers and bookmarks for those who are seeking 
assistance in a domestic violence situation. We ask that 
you put these fliers and bookmarks in both the women’s 
bathrooms and out in a display area to show your support 
for those who are in harm’s way. 

World Mission Offering 

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES: A Christian mission 
organization connecting U.S. churches and individuals to 
holistic missions around the world. Organized in 1814, 
American Baptist International Ministries is the first 
Baptist mission agency formed in North America. 
Deploying and supporting more than 1,800+ short-term 
and long-term missionaries annually, it brings U.S. and 
Puerto Rico churches together with partners in over 70 
countries in cutting-edge ministries that tell the good 
news of Jesus Christ while meeting human needs. 

The mission of IM is to glorify God in all the earth by 
crossing cultural boundaries to help people come to 
Christ, grow in Christ and change their worlds with 
Christ. 

How is International Ministries supported? 

International Ministries is supported solely through the 
generosity of churches and individuals. The primary 
fundraising vehicle is the World Mission Offering, which 
is promoted annually in September and October. You 
and your church can give to the offering throughout the 
year. Donors can also give to the support of individual 
missionaries or to projects. To learn more, please call the 
Development Office at 1-800-222-3872, ext. 2323. 

MINISTERIOS INTERNACIONALES: Una 
organización misionera cristiana relacionando iglesias en 
los Estados Unidos e individuos con misiones integrales 
por todo el mundo. Nuestra sociedad sirve a más de 
1800+ misioneros/as a corto y a largo plazo anualmente 
y reunimos a iglesias de los Estados Unidos y Puerto 
Rico con nuestros socios de misión en más de 70 países 
por todo el mundo a � n de desarrollar ministerios 
novedosos dirigidos a proclamar las Buenas Nuevas de 
Jesucristo y al mismo tiempo atender a los más 
necesitados. 

La misión de Ministerios Internacionales de las Iglesias 
Bautistas Americanas es glorificar a Dios en toda la 
tierra, cruzando barreras culturales para ayudar a la gente 
venir a Cristo, crecer en Cristo y transformar su mundo a 
través de Cristo. 

¿Cómo se apoya a Ministerios Internacionales? 

Ministerios Internacionales recibe su apoyo únicamente a 
través de la generosidad de iglesias e individuos. Nuestra 
fuente principal de ingresos es la Ofrenda Misionera 
Mundial la cual se promociona cada año durante los 
meses de septiembre y octubre. Usted y la iglesia suya 
pueden aportar a la ofrenda durante el transcurso del año. 
Los donantes pueden aportar al apoyo de los/las 
misioneros/as o para proyectos. Para recibir más 
información llame a nuestra o� cina de desarrollo al       
1-800-222-3872, ext. 2323.  



You may have heard about Facebook, though you may not be familiar with it. There are a great many people 
who regularly use it, and now churches and denominations are experimenting with it as they seek to enhance 
their ministry. 

Facebook is one of a number of social networking sites which also include MySpace, LinkedIn and Twitter. 
Facebook, while a relatively new phenomenon, has experienced incredible growth.  Begun by a Harvard 
computer science student in 2003-2004, it originally was open only to Harvard students.  It proved to be so 
popular that there was demand for the service from other university communities followed by the development of 
a high school version of the website.  By 2006 the service had opened up to the general public and had also 
begun to expand worldwide.  There are now over 250 million users worldwide. 

Facebook has achieved such a level of popularity that companies such as Yahoo, Google, and Microsoft have 
shown interest in purchasing the company, with offers in the billions reportedly having been made. Still the 
company remains privately held.  Despite it being quite lucrative for its owners, registration for and use of the 
site is completely free.  Facebook’s revenues are generated by ads which appear on the pages accessed by its 
users. 

So what is Facebook? Simply put, Facebook users have their own account in which they can post pictures and 
videos, status updates (for example, from my friend Phil who delights in status updates, “Phil won second prize 
in a beauty contest but refused to accept the $10”), or Internet links. The real power of Facebook, however, is the 
ability to connect users through “friending.” Through the process of designating other users as friends, a social 
network is formed. Facebook includes a chat component for sending instant messages to friends, an e-mail 
function that allows users to send one another e-mails, and a “wall” where users can post comments on one 
another’s pages. In addition there is a “news feed” function whereby you can see updates that your friends have 
posted. There is a search function which makes it possible to search for friends who are also Facebook users. For 
the non-Facebook user this may all seem rather pointless, but in fact, I and many others have had the experience 
of connecting with “long lost friends” through Facebook—high school friends I haven’t seen in over 20 years, 
for example. 

It is this network of friends on Facebook and the tools serving that network such as the news feeds, that make it 
such a useful tool for disseminating information. It is this feature that is being utilized by some pastors to 
enhance the social connections in their churches also. Cal Lord, for example, from the First Baptist Church of 
Norwich, has been using Facebook as a place to post the weekly articles that he writes for the local paper, to 
announce events in the life of his church, and to start conversations and get people thinking theologically. The 
news feed feature of Facebook makes it easy for people to follow what Cal is up to and what he’s thinking while 
the network of friends from the church and community makes it easy for Cal to quickly send someone a message 
to let them know that he’s thinking of them. 

There is a dark side to Facebook, one that anyone seeking to make use of Facebook needs to take into account.  
Through the posting of pictures, status updates, and the listing of friends that one has made connections with, the 
user opens him or herself up to issues of privacy. There are ways of limiting the amount of information that 
others can see, or of limiting who can see what, but configuring a Facebook account to address all conceivable 
privacy concerns would be a daunting task. Even if you are careful with what information is shared, it’s not 
difficult for others to post information or pictures, for example, tagged with your name. Still, in this age of 
electronic communication, privacy is a concern everywhere, and not just on Facebook. The point is that caution 
should be used and privacy should always be considered when making use of Facebook. 

In addition to a number of pastors within the ABCCONN family making use of this new technology, ABCCONN 
itself has set up an account to help facilitate the sharing of news and information with those people within 
ABCCONN who are avid Facebook users. To see ABCCONN’s page you must have a Facebook account. If you 
do, simply search for ABCCONN to access the information there. Once you have found it you can also join the 
group in the same way that you “friend” another user. 

Kevin Butler 

Expanding Ministry with FACEBOOK 
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2009 BLACK CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Power Connection:  A Call to Greater Works 
November 3-7, 2009 
Sponsored by National Ministries, ABCUSA 
Third Baptist Church, The Rev. Dr. Alan Ragland, Pastor, Chicago, IL 
Cost:  early bird, $215 before Oct. 1st; deadline Oct. 15th 

Workshops Include:  Preaching in the 21st Century, Ministry to Young Adults, 
Successful Strategies for Teaching Across Generations, Bigger is Not Always 
Better, Black Churches Engaged in Mission, Biblical Support for Women’s 
Leadership in the Church, and more. 

Preconference Event, Nov. 2 & 3 – National Black Caucus of American 
Baptist Churches, USA Ministers Summit. The cost is $75 which includes lunch 
and dinner on Nov. 2nd and lunch on Nov. 3rd. 

Special Hip Hop/Intergenerational Summit “We Got This! Passing the 
Mantle without Breaking the Bridge.” Sat. only, Nov 7th, $10 for youth; $20 for 
adults. 

Limited scholarship is available:  call the Financial Aid Office in Valley Forge 
at 1-800-ABC3USA, ext. 2446. CEUs are available for the event.  For more 
information and to register, visit www.ABCPowerConnection.org. 

NEW MEMBERS-- NEW RESOURCES 

American Baptist churches have been asking for a new baptismal resource and 
Judson Press has delivered.  BAPTISM AHEAD:  A Road Map for Young 
Disciples by ABC pastor Wallace R. Smith provides older children (8-12) with 
an innovative and interactive resource to introduce them to Christian 
discipleship and membership in the local church. Available at JudsonPress.org, 
regularly $15, now $12. 

Hispanic churches will be similarly interested in J. Manny Santiago’s bilingual 
resource, BEING BAPTIST: Lessons for New Members (Para Ser Bautistas:  
Lecciones Para Nuevos Miembros). Santiago’s book is appropriate for youth 
and adults (also $12 from Judson). 

DISCIPLESHIP FAIR ’09! 

WORSHIP, Superb Preaching, Awesome Bible Study, Great Fellowship, 
Solid Youth and Children’s Programming, FUN and Enlightening 
Workshops 

Sponsored by  ABCCONN’s Dept. of Educational Ministries. 

Please check out the details in this mailing. The Discipleship Fair will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 24th, 8:45 am to 2:45 in New Britain. What a great—and 
nearby – opportunity for training, celebration, fellowship. What could be 
better!? Get a group together and register now! 
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Did you know that National Ministries, ABC, offers a quarterly publication entitled The Christian 
Citizen: Voices for Biblical Justice? The most recent issue offers several thought-provoking articles 
on themes related to multiculturalism. Two that especially caught my interest were: “The Spirituality 
of Multiculturalism” written by Rev. Archie Honrado, a youth pastor for ABC of Los Angeles and 
“Are We There Yet?”, which talks about the work of building a culturally diverse congregation (work 
the author says that will not be complete until the Kingdom comes!)  Other pieces look at our 
increasingly diverse congregations from the point of view of potluck suppers (sushi, curried rice and 
barbeque chicken at the same table?), worship style, and how one congregation talks about its 
diversity theologically. 

Several articles are also offered in Spanish.  The articles in this publication would be great as 
conversation starters. There is no charge for this wonderful resource. To be added to the mailing list 
(as an individual or congregation), call 800-ABC-3-USA, ext 2394. 

CHILDREN’S SONGS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

Put Your Arms Around the World is a delightful resource that offers worship songs from many 
parts of the world, each accompanied by a story and a related exercise/activity for use in the classroom  
or as mission stories. Perhaps you already have the world in your classroom—this allows you to 
celebrate that diversity, or if not, to bring it a little closer.  An additional CD features full recordings 
of each song—Songbook and CD, $14.95 each, from Cokesbury.com (800-672-1789). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We wish you well as you head into another programming year of discipleship-making. 

Do not hesitate to be in touch with Linda Lea Snyder (LSnyder@abcconn.org), Director of 
Discipleship Resources, or with Barbara Marston (BMarston@yahoo.com), Chair of ABCCONN’s 
Dept. of Educational Ministries for any help or consultation we might provide. We want your 
ministries to be successful, fun, and glorifying to God! 
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Camp Wightman Workday 

November 7, 2009 

8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Lunch at 12:30 

Pictured: Kate Romenenko 
(Ukraine) Cassie Jesmonth, Emma 
Cox, Maddie Tomaszewski, Chris 
Manning, Nate Roones and Geoff 
Carr. 
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Sunset over Billings Lake 



September 2009 
Online Giving 

Many of us today carry very little cash. We use our debit cards to pay for gas, 
groceries, clothes – most everything we purchase. How about contributions to our 
church? Today’s tithes and offerings are going electronic at an astounding rate. The 
Federal Reserve reports that check usage dropped from 90 billion in 1995 to 37 billion 
in 2003. 

While many will continue to drop offering envelopes or loose cash into offering 
plates, many more are turning to e-giving. Having a debit/credit station in the lobby 
may take some getting used to for some churches but using online giving makes great 
sense as more and more folks (especially young people) pay everything from car 
payments to credit card payments online. 

Many are using automated recurring giving (automatic payments) which means one’s 
tithe is paid even when they are on vacation or would have just forgotten (a church 
treasurer’s delight!). 

One independent researcher reports that churches that have added online giving to 
their options have increased giving between 30 and 40 percent! 

The initial costs to set up online giving are somewhat expensive; however the long-
range advantages, as more and more people expect to give in this manner, warrant the 
costs. The Christian Community Credit Union (formerly the American Baptist Credit 
Union) uses Halo Merchant Services (jax@halomerchantservices.com) to host online 
giving. 

 - Dr. Christopher Drew 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SAT-7 

No, it’s not an extra weekend day every seventh week. SAT-7 is Christian Satellite 
Television that is directed to the Middle East and North Africa. I first learned of SAT-
7 during last fall’s World Mission Conference. I immediately became intrigued. In a 
world where there is both great need and great misunderstanding, SAT-7 is bringing 
quality Christian programming to people who are hungry for truth. 

SAT-7 uses multi-channels 24 hours a day in Arabic, Farsi and Turkish to share the 
message of Jesus. Whole families will gather to watch and be touched by the message 
of love and healing that is one of the very few alternatives they have to government 
controlled broadcasting. There are programs aimed at children (animated characters), 
others helping women improve their status and self-image, and even health related 
programming. 

It is truly changing lives in that part of the world. Our American Baptist International 
Ministries assists in supporting this dramatic outreach effort. 

For more information you can contact SAT-7 at P.O. Box 2770, Easton Maryland 
21601 or via the web at www.sat7.org; or via email at usa@sat7.org. 

 - Dr. Christopher Drew 
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Department of Christian Mission Support 



For most of her adult life, Linnea Berg has worked to better the lives of those living on the edge of poverty as 
well as those who have fallen through the cracks. The disenfranchised in our society have always been at the 
core of her mission, and mission has always been at the core of her character.  

The seeds of volunteerism and mission were planted by her parents at an early age: “My father taught dentistry, 
and he used to go to the Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago and donate dental services to the poor and 
homeless. He would take me with him.” Her mother, a pediatric nurse, volunteered her services at the 
Community Nurses Association in LaGrange, Illinois. On most holidays, her parents shared their holiday feast 
with foreigners who were pursuing graduate studies and research in the Chicago area. 

Over the years, Berg has become adept at identifying problems and, more importantly, solving them. Such was 
the case in March 2007 when she became executive director of Detroit Friendship House in Hamtramck, 
Michigan. The agency – a much-needed refuge in the low-income neighborhood – was in jeopardy. Friendship 
House was deeply in debt, and morale was low. 

Berg rolled up her sleeves and waded in, taking no salary for the first year. She and her staff set about 
rebuilding relationships and trust within the community, and, 18 months later, the debt was wiped out and 
spirits were high. 

With the budget in the black and the agency’s health in the pink, it would seem natural for the executive 
director to take a brief, well-deserved rest. Instead, Berg began shaping the agency’s long-range plans. “I want 
to increase the financial viability of Friendship House; I want to create programs to attack the root cause of 
poverty – not  just put a Band-Aid on it when it pops up. And I want to increase collaboration with other 
organizations, which will give us all better results.” 

Berg’s career is tightly intertwined with her faith journey. The experiences of her youth and the models she saw 
when she was young set in motion a lifelong goal “to be the hands and feet and heart of God for the poor in 
practical ways.” 

EXPERIENCE:  

· Independent Contractor & Facilitator of Community Plan, Oakland County, Michigan, November 2005 – 
August 2006 

· Human Services Coordinating Council Coordinator, Pontiac, Michigan, October 2004 – October 2005 

· Sanctuary Coordinator, South Suburban Family Shelter, Homewood, Illinois, March 2001 – March 2004 

· Director of Welfare to Work Programs, Chicago, Illinois, October 1998 – March 2001 

We are using this space to highlight our  ABCCONN special interest missionaries this year. Linnea Berg is our 
special interest missionary with ABC National Ministries. 
 

 

LINNEA A. BERG 
Executive Director 
Friendship House 
9540 Conant Street 
Hamtramck, MI 48212 
313-871-7443 
313-871-7445 FAX 
samedayharvest@aol.com  
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