
At the First Baptist Church of Norwich, Connecticut we have a new understanding of what our 
ministry is all about since we entered the Missional Church Project of ABCUSA last year. We 
have learned that it is not about us; that our faith gives us the power to make this world a better 
place. In January of 2009 we began looking at everything that we did through the lens of a 
missional church. Today there seems to be no end in sight to the projects and ministries that we 
can engage in as individuals and as a congregation. 

As a result of participating in the discussions and lectures with Glynis, we have done some soul 
searching and real introspection. When she talked about how the church had changed over the 
last few decades, it became a wakeup call for us. We realized that we needed to change or the 
opportunities to share the gospel with this generation would pass us by. Change became our 
operative word. Glynis challenged us to step outside of the doors of our church and to share the 
love of God in concrete ways with the people living in our own neighborhoods. As a church, we 
began to see how putting our faith into action could be the power behind making a difference in 
the world. 

Once we understood what we were being asked to do, we got to work. We chose our project: a 
winter survival kit. We began putting them together to give to the people in our church 
neighborhood. The kits contained many nonfood stamp items such as laundry detergent, bar 
soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo and conditioner, socks and a “no sew” blanket. We 
added a soup recipe with all the ingredients and packaged them in a small attractive laundry bag. 
We also included information about places that offered home heating assistance and other 
helpful hints on surviving a long winter. We worked with a local Community Center to provide a 
distribution site. This helped to create some lasting connections that will be strengthened in the 
future. 

This project was something new for our church. The people quickly embraced it. We asked for 
help from the congregation. We were overwhelmed by the amount of support that was given. It 
became obvious that the people of our church are willing give their time, energy and money to 
mission work. Because we had never done anything quite like this before, we were nervous 
about how the community itself would receive us. To our delight we were welcomed with open 
arms. We shared coffee and sweets with the people who came. In about an hour all 50 of our kits 
were given away. It was a huge success. Everyone who was involved with this project has caught 
the missional bug. 

Since the distribution of the survival kits, we have completed two additional projects and are 
planning two more. This missional outlook has begun to shape the way we do ministry. At a 
recent church meeting we redefined the role of our Mission Committee and made them the 
umbrella group for several of our ongoing efforts. Everything from short term mission trips to 
community outreach projects will now be under their domain. We also talked about fundraising 
efforts to keep these programs going and ways to involve everyone in some type of mission 
work. We are even putting together an “Opportunity Bank” which will help members of the 
congregation find places to serve and share their gifts in the community and in the church. 

We have realized that our efforts as a missional church have begun to revitalize our congregation 
and started attracting new people who want to partner with us as we change the community. It is 
very exciting for us to see our church move in this direction but we still have a lot of work to do. 
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Our faith gives us the power to make this world a better place.  



In this space last month I wrote about the nature of a 
vital, healthy faith community. This topic is near and 
dear to my heart because my mission and my calling 
from God is to help churches be the most healthy, 
vital faith communities we can possibly be in this 21st 
century. It is also near and dear to my heart because it 
is the topic for my D. Min. thesis which feels like an 
albatross hanging around my neck. So this month I 
would like to share with you six components that I 
believe are necessary for the health and well being of 
a faith community. These components are Biblically 
based, primarily in the writings about the first 
churches in Acts and from the words of the apostle 
Paul. I am sure you might want to add more 
components than the ones I have outlined. 

The first component is evangelism. In Acts we learn 
that the disciples were increasing in number. This did 
not just happen on its own. The faith community grew 
because individuals within as well as its leaders 
shared their faith stories, their testimonies. They 
talked about this God and their Savior Jesus Christ 
and how their lives were changed by this person. This 
was accomplished through the preaching of the gospel 
message (Acts 6:2,4) by some of the more 
knowledgeable and gifted disciples. One can 
imagine a family member saying to another family 
member or friend, “Come with me to hear about this 
man Jesus who is the Messiah.” This was not a static 
community but one of vibrant invitation and growth, 
both in numbers and in spiritual depth. 

The second component is hospitality. The Acts story 
tells us that the faithful grew in numbers. For that to 
happen there had to be an emphasis on hospitality, 
coupled with the emphasis of evangelism. Lydia 
opened her doors as did many others. For the faith 
community to grow and live together as it did, with 
all the different cultural and socio-economic levels, 
there had to have been a deep and genuine sense of 
hospitality that welcomed every person who believed 
in Jesus as their Savior. It does not matter if it is the 
first century or the 21st century; people do not stay in 
groups where they do not feel welcomed. They also 
do not stay if they are made to feel inferior or “less 
than.” A deep abiding sense of hospitality had to be 
present for these people to come together, worship 

and pray together, and stay together. 

The third component is prayer. This early faith 
community was a body where prayer was important: 
“while we for our part, will devote ourselves to 
prayer” (Acts 6:4). This was not new. The Old 
Testament is full of the prayers of the faithful and the 
not so faithful. The gospels speak of the many times 
Jesus went off to pray to God. But there is a 
difference in these verses. The mention of prayer in 
these verses appears to be not individualistic, but ones 
intended for, with, and about the corporate body of 
believers. 

The fourth component is worship. Acts 6:4 speaks of 
both prayer and worship which is included in the 
ministry of the word. There was time set aside for 
prayer and worship. The leaders were responsible for 
this particular ministry as well as the ministry of 
prayer. It was by prayer that those seven men were 
chosen to add to the leadership. The community spent 
time together in prayer. The prayers of the community 
strengthened them through the fear and the reality of 
persecution. The decisions to care for those in need 
came about as a result of prayer. The faith 
communities grew by the prayers of the people.  

The fifth component is fellowship, which in current 
faith communities often involves food and 
beverage. In our ABCCONN life I often hear: “When 
Baptists meet, Baptists eat.” This appears to be true in 
the early faith communities as well. (And this would 
make sense for those who had food to share with 
those who did not.)  Acts 6:1 speaks of the daily 
distribution of food. The food distribution was a vital 
expression of care and concern for the well being of 
the believers and the converts. 

The sixth component is caring for and about one 
another. Much of this emphasis finds clarity in the 
writings of the apostle Paul. He writes in a variety of 
ways that we are to care for and about one another. 
Each member is important and vital to the total 
picture (1 Cor. 2). People of faith are to show care by 
praying for one another, celebrating joys together, and 
sharing burdens (Phil. 4). Care for one another is the 
cornerstone for the health of the community. Lack of 
perceived care is what drove the first faith  
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Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples 

Continued on page 3 



communities to act and make decisions about 
meeting pastoral needs. This crisis had to be a 
memorable one for it to make it into scripture 
among all that was happening in the early church. 
The need to care for one another as well as for the 
stranger was in the forefront. 

My question to you is this: How are these 
components being lived out in your church? This 
fall I had conversations with six of our churches 
about these components of a vital, healthy faith 
community and I heard some fascinating stories. I 
would love to hear your stories. Blessings in your 
ministries during these beautiful autumn days. 
 
In service to Christ,  
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NOVEMBER 

1-2 ABWIM Retreat at Mercy Center, Madison 
6 - October mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
6 - Deadline for submission of materials for 

ABCCONN’s December mailing 
7 - Camp Wightman Fall Work Day 
11 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

Veteran’s Day 
26-27 ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

Thanksgiving 

DECEMBER 

7 - November mission giving is due in Valley 
Forge 

25-31 ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 
Christmas 

JANUARY 

6 -  December mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
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ABCCONN’s FACEBOOK Page 

If you’re a Facebook user, you can find a new 
ABCCONN page in Facebook. Once logged into 
Facebook, simply type “ABCCONN” into the search box 
to find it. There you’ll find announcements and news 
about ABCCONN’s ministries. Check it out and come 
back often to see new material that is added. 

Volunteers Needed! 

ABCCONN could use your help in producing this 
monthly mailing.  Volunteers are needed for one 5-
hour period each month, either on a Tuesday or 
Wednesday, to collate and prepare the mailing for 
the post office.  Please contact Billie at the 
ABCCONN office if you’re interested. 

Background Checks 

Does your church run criminal background checks 
on volunteers and employees, especially those who 
work with children? Your church’s insurance may 
even require it. 

ABCCONN, through Camp Wightman, can run 
background checks for your church. The process is 
very easy and only costs $20. Go to the Camp 
Wightman website (www.campwightman.org) to 
download the necessary form. 

Ordination Service 

First Baptist Church in New Haven invites you 
to join them as they ordain Jonah Bartlett on 
Sunday Nov. 8 at 5 pm at the First Baptist 
Church, 205 Edwards St., New Haven. 

Free Ministry Resources 

Herb Miller’s Parish Papers has a 34 volume online 
document on issues related to effective church 
ministry entitled Church Effectiveness 
Nuggets.  For more information go to: http://
theparishpaper.com/free-resources. 

Continued from page 2 



Vision 777 at Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispana Imanuel, Bridgeport (Part 1) 

By Pastor William Gonzalez 

After many months of prayer and meditation, God put in my 
Heart His vision for Iglesia Bautista Hispana Emanuel of 
Bridgeport: To develop a healthy church to grow that can 
maintain a balanced foundation among worship, 
evangelism, fellowship, education and Christian service and 
that can fulfill effectively the purpose of our Lord as it is 
expressed in the great commission of Mathew 28:18-20 and 
Ephesians 4:11-13.  

I started by sharing the vision with the Board and the 
church’s leaders. Once they understood and embraced the 
vision, it was formally presented to the church. To 
emphasize the vision, we preached and conducted bible 
studies on what is a healthy church and the importance of 
being balanced in everything we do. Two banners with the 
slogan “A Healthy Church to Grow” in English and Spanish 
were displayed over the altar as a reminder of the vision. I 
asked all the leaders to memorize the vision and it was also 
included as part of the new members’ curriculum.  The 
purpose and mission of each ministry had to be connected 
to the general vision of the church. Every person in the 
church interested in developing a local ministry had to 
explain how that ministry is connected to and promotes the 
general vision of the church.  

After a couple of years, we realized that God had revealed 
to us only one part of the vision. For about 3 to 4 years, God 
was healing, maturing and preparing the church to launch us 
out of our local environment. This is how Vision 777 was 
born which consists of the following aspects:  

Establish missionary churches in 7 Latin American 
countries: 

1. Ecuador 
2. Costa Rica 
3. República Dominicana 
4. Cuba 
5. Panamá 
6. Honduras 
7. Guatemala 

Plant a church in 7 cities in CT: 

1. Norwalk 
2. West Haven 
3. Waterbury  
4. Danbury 
5. Meriden 
6. Manchester 
7. Willimantic 

Built new facilities with 7 ministries for the community 
of Bridgeport: 

1. Bilingual Academy (K-6th) 
2. Day Care (Help for single mothers) 
3. Gymnasium (Help for youth) 
4. Elderly Center (65+) 
5. Counseling Center   
6. Open Arms (help for the immigrants)     
7. Emanuel Bread (Soup kitchen and food bank) 

 

Después de muchos meses de oración y meditación, Dios puso 
en mi corazón su visión para la Iglesia Bautista Hispana 
Emanuel de Bridgeport: Desarrollar una iglesia saludable para 
crecer que puede mantener una base equilibrada entre la 
adoración, la evangelización, el compañerismo, la educación y 
el servicio cristiano, y que puede cumplir con eficacia el 
propósito de nuestro Señor, como se expresa en la gran 
comisión de Mateo 28:18-20 y Efesios 4:11-13. 

Empecé por compartir la visión con la Junta y los líderes de la 
iglesia. Después de que ellos entendieron y acogieron la visión, 
ésta fue presentado formalmente a la iglesia. Para enfatizar 
sobre la visión, predicamos y realizamos estudios de la Biblia 
acerca de lo que es una iglesia saludable y la importancia de ser 
equilibrados en todo lo que hacemos. Dos pancartas con el lema 
"Una Iglesia Saludable para crecer" en Inglés y Español fueron 
exhibidos en el altar como recordatorio de la visión. Le pedí a 
todos los dirigentes que memorizaran la visión y también se 
incluyó como parte del plan de estudios de los nuevos 
miembros. El propósito y la misión de cada ministerio tenían 
que estar conectados a la visión general de la iglesia. Cada 
persona en la iglesia interesada en desarrollar un ministerio 
local tendría que explicar la forma en que el ministerio está 
conectado y promueve la visión general de la iglesia. 

Después de un par de años, nos dimos cuenta de que Dios nos 
había revelado sólo una parte de la visión. Por cerca de 3 a 4 
años, Dios estuvo curando, madurando, y preparando a la 
iglesia para enviarnos fuera de nuestro ambiente local. Así es 
como nació la Visión 777 que consta de los siguientes aspectos:  

Establecer iglesias misioneras en 7 países de 
Latinoamericanos: 

1. Ecuador 
2. Costa Rica  
3. República Dominicana  
4. Cuba  
5. Panamá  
6. Honduras  
7. Guatemala  

Plantar una iglesia en 7 ciudades de CT:  

1. Norwalk  
2. West Haven  
3. Waterbury  
4. Danbury  
5. Meriden  
6. Manchester  
7. Willimantic  

Construir nuevas instalaciones con 7 ministerios para la 
comunidad de Bridgeport: 

1. Academia Bilingüe (K-6)  
2. Day Care (Ayuda para madres solteras)  
3. Gimnasio (Ayuda para la juventud)  
4. Centro de Ancianos (65 +)  
5. Centro de Consejería  
6. Open Arms (ayuda a los inmigrantes)  
7. Emanuel Pan (comedor y banco de alimentos) 
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Camp Wightman Workday 

November 7, 2009 

8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Lunch at 12:30  
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American Baptists are in Mission Around the World 

Literacy training in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 

Making tortillas in Mexico 

Repairing homes in the Philippines after recent 
disasters 

Teaching conflict resolution in Myanmar 

Pictures, missionary journals and stories, and much more information about American Baptist mission work 
around the world are available at the International Ministries website: www.internationalministries.org. 



NEWS AND NOTES November 2009�
 
 �  Central Christian Church, Danbury  welcomes The Rev. Anne Coffman as 
its new full-time pastor on Sunday, November 1. 
 
 �  Grace Baptist Church of Waterbury  recently honored their pastor The Rev. 
Larry Green with a big celebration honoring his 25 years of service at Grace.  
 
� �  The installation service for The Rev. Greg Thomas was held at  Cornerstone 
Church in Danielson on October 25. 
 
 �  First Baptist Church, New Haven, invites you to join them as they ordain 
Jonah Bartlett on Sunday, November 8 at 5:00 P.M. at First Baptist, 205 Edwards 
Street. 
 
 �  Our prayers are with Major Corey Genevicz, son of The Rev. Dr. Bob 
Genevicz (Pastor, Stratford Baptist Church ), as he begins a year long tour of duty in 
Iraq. Also pray for his wife Nadine and their two children Emily and three month old 
son Caelan. 
 
 �  We are sorry to hear of the sudden death of Carole Messersmith, the mother of 
Amy Endler (wife of The Rev. John Endler, pastor at Central Baptist Church, Hart-
ford). Our thoughts and prayers are with the Endler family in their time of loss. 
 
 �  Our prayers are with Hanna and Souhad Massad, who have gone to Jordan, 
but have not yet been able to return to Gaza. 
 
 �  Our prayers continue for Marita Bausman (wife of the pastor of Enfield 
American Baptist Church (recuperating in a care facility) and Karen Warfield (severe 
back pain).  
 
 �  The Fairfield Association will hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 
8th at Stepney Baptist Church in Monroe at 6 P.M.  
 
 �  The Connecticut American Baptist Women in Ministry (ABWIM) Retreat  
will be held November 1, 6 P.M., to November 2 (after lunch) at Seascape, Mercy Cen-
ter, Madison, CT. The Rev. Julie Fewster will lead two sessions – one on Sunday 
night following a light supper together and the other Monday morning. Any woman in 
or preparing for professional ministry is warmly welcome to attend! Call the 
ABCCONN Office at 860-521-5421 or e-mail wlanz@abcconn.org 
 
 �  Did you know: Our Ministers at Camp Wightman are willing to run your 
church’s background checks? They routinely conduct background checks for church 
child care workers and ABCCONN events. The background investigation form is 
posted on the website. Just print it off, fill out and forward with $20 to David and 
Karen Warfield, Ministers of Camping and Conferences 207 Coat Pit Hill Rd., Gris-
wold, CT 06351. 
 
 �  On Saturday, September 26th, the two year Missional Church Project cele-
brated their completion at the First Baptist Church in Mansfield. Twelve participating 
churches did some exciting outreach ministries. Watch for their stories in the newslet-
ter. 
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 �  Second Baptist Church, Suffield needs handbell 
tables and corduroy table covers in good condition for their 
hand bell choir. They were very fortunate to obtain new 
children's choir robes from an ad that was in the newsletter 
last spring, so they thought they’d give it a try. Contact Eve-
lyne Battle, Office Manager at 
office@secondbaptistsuffield.org or 
phone 860-668-1661 or Fax: 860-668-6126. 
�
�
�
�
� �  Workshops at Yale — On Your Own Schedule. The 
Ministry Resource Center at Yale Divinity has many online 
workshops for congregation leaders and students including 
Drama, Continuing Conversation on Race, Climate Change, 
Sustainability Resources, Stewardship and more. You set 
the date and time “On Your Own Schedule” — Phone  
203-432-5319 or e-mail ministry.resource.center@yale.edu. 
 
 
�
 �
�
�
� �  Beneath the Skin: Baptists and Racism is a new 
DVD produced by EthicsDaily.com and National Ministries. 
We have one copy of the DVD with study guides in the 
ABBCONN office for lending. 
 
�
�
�
�
� �  If you are downsizing your library or have an extra 
copy of Edward Goodwin’s book “Down by the River-
side” or a copy of the “Four Fragile Freedoms”, please  
consider donating them to ABCCONN's Commission on 
Ministry.  Send to Mary Williams at ABCCONN, 90A N. 
Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107-1924. 
 
 
 
 
 
� �  If your congregation has a ministry of any kind 
specifically geared to seniors/elders, ABCCONN's Depart-
ment of Congregational Leadership and Renewal would 
love to hear about it �  and share the word with others in the 
ABC community who might benefit. If you have a descrip-
tion of what you are doing �  please contact MaryAnn Blank, 
Department Chair (maryannblank@email.com or  
860-399- 9772). Thanks! 

�
�
�

�
�  UPCOMING  DATES: 
 
Remember to set your clocks back before retiring 

Saturday evening, October 31 as daylight savings time 
ends Sunday, November 1. 

 
 
The next ABCCONN mailing will be the Decem-

ber mailing. Deadline for materials is November 6. 
 

 
 
Camp Wightman Fall Workday is scheduled for 

November 7. E-mail wlanz@abcconn.org to let them 
know you are coming. 

  
 
The ABCCONN Office will be closed: 
  Wednesday, November 11 in observance 

   of Veterans’ Day; 
 
  Thursday, November 26 & Friday,  
  November 27 for Thanksgiving; and 
 
  from noon on Thursday, December 24, 

   2009 through Friday, January 1, 2010. 
 
AND FOR 2010…. 
MARK  YOUR CALENDAR  FOR: 
  Spring Fling—March 6 
  Annual Gathering—April 24th  
 
 


