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Missional Church Project—Putnam 

We finally did our Missional Church Project recently. It seemed that there were so many things that kept delaying it, even 
though we had our project mapped out before the third Missional Church meeting. 

One of our team members, Shirley Serafin, loved being on the team, and was to select an instructor for our CPR training, 
which was our project. She fell sick and was not able to attend or be involved after the first meeting, and passed away in 
November before she could see the training take place. Our youth representative, Eugene, was away on Spring Break, but it 
worked out anyway. Will, who already had recently been certified, came and helped with registration and whatever else 
needed to be done. Every project needs a gopher! 

In the end, we had 20 people take the training. There were 7 connected to Putnam Baptist Church and 13 who were from the 
surrounding area. The whole day was really ordered by the Lord, from the size of the class to the abundant refreshments that 
the church people brought, even to the weather: it was nasty outside, so everyone was happy to be inside. 

We will likely offer the training again in 6 to 12 months, though we will not subsidize the project as heavily (the trainees 
paid $10 and the church paid $20). There were a few people who had conflicts and couldn’t make it this time. The 
evaluation sheets indicated that everyone was very satisfied with the facility. (It figures, since everyone ‘grazed’ all 
afternoon on the goodies the church people brought in.) 

God bless you as you work for Him. 

 Gil Bourquin, Pastor, Putnam Baptist Church 

Fifty tolls of the brass bell were heard at First Baptist Church of Southington the morning 
of March 21, 2010. Among the ringers were many church members who remember the 
last time they heard it: the bell was falling, crashing, clanging to the ground as the 120-
year-old church, then located in downtown Southington, was destroyed by fire on Jan. 29, 
1953. The bell, dating from 1834, was recovered from the wreckage and placed on the 
grounds of the new church on Meriden Avenue. The dedication of the sanctuary took 
place on March 20, 1960 marking the completion of the church. 

The tolling of the bells was part of the celebration for the 50th anniversary of the 
dedication and followed a worship service led by the Rev. Jerrie Shepard Matney, interim 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Southington, and the Rev. Peg Lewis, a member of the 
church whose family donated the land for the structure. The Rev. Judy Allbee, executive 
minister of ABCCONN, also offered remarks. A formal dinner followed worship. 

During the service, remembrances about the former church were read that had been 
written by members and previous clergy. Penny Jonas, church historian, also organized 
an extensive display of articles and memorabilia related to the former and present church. 
A large quilt dating from 1886 to 1891, on which more than 1,000 signatures had been 

stitched in blue, covered a table in the parlor. 

Though the celebration was for the 50th anniversary of the sanctuary dedication, it 
signified much more: the church is the people, not the building, and through Jesus Christ, 
all things are possible. Through the centuries, First Baptist Church of Southington has 
certainly proved that. 

First Baptist Church of Southington Celebrates 50th Anniversary of Their Building 



I wonder if you get attached to “things” in your 
life? I know that I do. My husband tells me that 
my memories come from touching something 
from the past: tickets, a photograph, a ribbon. I 
remember an event or a special thing that 
happened through the act of touch. These are 
“things” that are significant to me, they have 
meaning in my life. If I don’t have those “things” 
I tend to lose that memory. 

These things are reminders: things that are as 
small as my mother’s birthstone ring or a 
photograph of my father – things like my favorite 
cooking fork, for those very rare occasions when 
I actually do cook – big things like a handmade 
blanket or quilt or the family Bible or a favorite 
dish. They mean something to me because these 
particular things remind me of family. 

This all came to mind recently because of my 
Bible. Like some of you, I have acquired a few 
Bibles over the years. My newest Bible in the 
collection is the “Green Bible.” All of the 
passages about the earth and about creation are 
printed in green. Like the red letter edition, the 
green is not always the easiest print to read. 

I have two favorite Bibles, as I suspect many of 
you do as well. One Bible sits on my desk and 
the other resides in my car. The Bible that is on 
my desk is a large, heavy annotated Bible with 
the Apocrypha included. This Bible has been in 
my possession since seminary days and it is a bit 
worn. Part of the gospels and all of the pages that 
follow have broken away from the binding, 
making it more fragile than ever. I should get a 
new one but I love this Bible. I know where 
everything is. I know where to find the passages 
(the top left corner of the right side of the 
page…). 

My other favorite Bible is one that I have carried 
in my car for more than 20 years. I call it my car 
Bible. It is a smaller version of the one in my 
office, minus the Apocrypha. This one has piles 

of paper stuffed within the pages including 
articles and sermon notes, should those preaching 
occasions arise quickly as they have in the past. It 
is my “Be Prepared Car Bible.” I write all this 
because sometime this winter I left this beloved 
Bible behind in one of our ABCCONN churches. 
My stomach dropped when I went in search of 
this Bible and could not find it anywhere. I tore 
my car apart, which is no small feat since I carry 
part of my office around in my car. And still it is 
missing. I contacted persons in the last 5 
churches I had been in and asked them to search, 
but still it has not been found. 

It is not good to be so attached to things. I 
remember Jesus telling the disciples to go out 
with only the clothes on their back, taking 
nothing extra with them, for the task at hand 
required only their hearts and their voices, and 
nothing more. I am trying to remember that as I 
mourn the loss of this Bible. I am also trying to 
remember that things are things – just that, 
nothing more. Stephen Covey wrote once: “The 
main thing is to keep the main thing the main 
thing”; in other words, to make sure that we have 
our priorities in proper order. The priority for the 
Christian is recognizing the importance of the 
relationships we have with God and with one 
another. Things may come and go but those 
relationships can last forever. 

I will get over the loss and soon begin to look for 
a new Bible to carry in my car. Right now I am 
using a very undignified-looking paperback 
Bible. But if you should find my Bible in your 
church, I sure would like it back! 

*** 

It is a joy to share with you the recommendation 
of the Personnel Committee, that has been 
approved by the Executive Committee, to call 
two part-time area resource ministers. The 
personnel committee wrote a job description and 
interviewed candidates in March. Recently the 
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The American Baptist Churches of Connecticut (ABCCONN)  are: 
 

Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples 

Continued on Page 3 . . .  
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MAY 

1 - Camp Wightman Spring Work Day 
11 - April mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
31 - ABCCONN Office closed for Memorial Day 

JUNE 

12 - ABCCONN Board of Managers Meeting 
15 -  Smart Women, Smart Choices Seminar, Central 

Baptist, Norwich 
19 - Ecumenical Open Hearts Stewardship Seminar, 

Essex, First 
27 - Camp Wightman Open House 

JULY 

5 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 
Independence Day 

10-15 National ABW Conference, Columbus, OH 

SEPTEMBER 

6 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 
Labor Day 

25 - Gala Friends of ABCCONN event 

OCTOBER 

7 - Protecting the Sacred Workshop 
23 - Discipleship Fair, Central Baptist, Hartford 
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Would you like to receive an occasional 
ABCCONN e-news with mission information, 
upcoming events and prayer requests? If so, 
please send your email address to 
jallbee@abcconn.org. 
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ABCCONN’s FACEBOOK Page 

If you’re a Facebook user, you can find a new 
ABCCONN page in Facebook. Once logged into 
Facebook, simply type “ABCCONN” into the search box 
to find it. There you’ll find announcements and news 
about ABCCONN’s ministries. Check it out and come 
back often to see new material that is added. 

executive committee approved the calling of the 
Rev. Dr. Cal Lord to serve as Area Resource 
Minister for the SUNL association and the Rev. 
Dr. Joe Delahunt to serve as the Area Resource 
Minister for the Fairfield Association. Both of 
these men have served in a variety of 
ABCCONN departments and committees. Both 
have been ABCCONN Presidents and I am 
excited about bringing them on board to your 
ABCCONN staff. These are ¼ time positions 
and they will continue their current ministries 
as pastors of their churches. They will begin 
their area ministry positions on June 1. If you 
know Joe and Cal, you are well aware that both 
bring a wealth of gifts and skills that are needed 
for our ABCCONN ministry to keep moving 
forward in faith in this 21st century. 

 

 

 

Judy Allbee 

Camp Wightman Summer Brochures are 
Now Available 

Camp Wightman’s summer 
brochures are now available 
and registration for the 
summer programs has begun. 
If you’d like a brochure sent 
to you, you can request one 
from the camp office (860-
376-2179) or from the 
ABCCONN office (860-521-
5421). Your church should 

also have received a copy of the brochure. Finally, you 
can download a copy of the brochure from the Camp 
Wightman website (www.campwightman.org). 

Online registration is available from the Camp Wightman 
website also. 

. . . Continued from Page 2 



WORSHIP AT CTBC 

It’s Sunday morning and the narthex at CTBC is abuzz with the 
energy of children running up and down the stairs and adults 
milling about engaged in conversation and shared laughter. An 
older woman with slow step and a beaming smile powerfully 
commands the young girls to more polite behavior while 
simultaneously grasping a visitor’s wrist in a warm gesture of 
welcome. 

In the sanctuary, the pews are already filling with families and 
friends waving to each other, smiling and calling out greetings 
across the aisle, and offering enthusiastic handshakes, hugs and 
kisses. Some sit, some stand and some move to the rhythm of the 
music that greeted even the earliest arrivals. Over the next half-
hour, the church will fill to its usual 200 or so but even now 
people have begun to sing as the music from the band begins to 
rise. From the front, Shirley Moss shapes this time of praise, 
prayer and refection—leading songs, offering short devotions and 
drawing the congregation’s attention up to God. 

Now Pastor King and the ministry team enter the sanctuary in 
procession. Reaching the stage, the pastor stands in quiet 
refection before lifting his face to the chorus and movement 
surrounding him. Then, with a great smile on his face, he begins 
to clap and sing heartily along with the congregation. His 
enthusiasm and joy in the moment are apparent and the whole 
congregation is on its feet now, as they enter fully into worship 
together. 

When the music subsides at last, the clerk of the congregation 
comes forward to make announcements and welcome visitors—a 
task she always concludes by saying, “Here at Christian 
Tabernacle, we like to greet our visitors in song.” Rising to its 
feet, the congregation begins once again to sing: 

Welcome to Christian Tabernacle 
You are welcome in the House of the Lord, 
So lift up your hands and worship 
And magnify the Lord, with prai-aise, 
You are free-ee-ee to worship, 
Don’t let this be-ee-ee your last time, 
All are welcome to worship…in this Tabernacle. 

During the song, the deacons—men and women dressed in sharp, 
black suits—leave the front pews and fan out through the 
congregation, greeting everyone they can reach. The pastor and 

leadership team work their way up the center aisle with warm 
handshakes and the members in the pews turn to greet each other. 
Smiles are large and contagious. This is the joy and fellowship 
that Pastor King and Ms. Moss described, something different 
from mere conviviality. 

As time for the sermon, the celebratory joy gives way to an 
intellectually rigorous, reflective period. Pastor King’s sermons 
are spiritually challenging and theologically complex and offer a 
difficult but rewarding, sacrificial call to deeper discipleship. And 
this call to a deeper commitment to faith is echoed in the 
subsequent altar call. Announcing that the “doors of the church 
are open,” the pastor invites forward anyone who wants to take 
the step of committing their life to Christ, to be baptized, to join 
the church, or simply to declare that they have had a “Christian 
experience” and would like to receive prayer. Nearly the entire 
congregation comes to the front of the room, squeezing in 
together and flowing down the center aisle. A church member 
takes the microphone and prays extemporaneously for the 
community’s needs and the needs of the broader neighborhood. 
The mood is intense and loving. Standing so close together, 
people feel the weight of their prayerful commitment to their 
neighbors. 

An impromptu gathering occurs as a couple of the women simply 
decide to pray together for each other and for the church. They 
call their deacon friends to join them. The invitation spreads 
quickly and it seems to be a practice to which the women are well
-accustomed. The tone is welcoming but serious. The women 
voice health concerns for themselves and their family members. 
Material needs are raised. And then the women begin to pray, 
powerfully bearing each others’ burdens and holding each other 
up before God. The intensity of such acts of faith strengthen these 
friendships and offer a public witness of their commitment to 
each other and to the church. 

This is the common worship experience at CTBC and it offers a 
glimpse of the fellowship in which people’s primary relationships 
and activities are bound to the church, calling them not only to 
enjoy the warmth of community but also to give themselves in 
service. This is the ground in which seeds to ministry and 
leadership are planted at CTBC. 

The above article is the second of several parts that will be printed over the coming months.  The article appeared in the journal 
Cultures of Call: Exploring Vocational Habits and Practices in Congregations, published by the Fund for Theological Education 
(www.thefund.org). Reprinted with permission of The Fund for Theological Education. 

A Good Time in the Lord (Part 2) 
Joy and Fellowship at Christian Tabernacle Baptist Church 

by Natalie Wigg-Stevenson, Enuma Okoro and Kevin Spears 
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Educational Scholarship Applications 

Each year the Department of Educational Ministries of American Baptist 
Churches of Connecticut awards scholarships to individuals who are preparing 
for a church-related occupation such as Pastor, Christian Education Director, 
Chaplain, Missionary, or Minister of Music. These scholarships are provided to 
individuals who can demonstrate financial need and are members in good 
standing of an American Baptist Church in Connecticut. The recipients must be 
attending a seminary which is approved by the Department of Educational 
Ministries of the American Baptist Churches of Connecticut and be maintaining 
good academic standing. 

This scholarship money is not intended for continuing education, but for those 
persons seeking a career in the ministry. 

To apply for aid a completed ABCCONN application form and a Financial Aid 
Form (FAFSA) should be submitted to the ABCCONN office no later than the 
10th of June preceding the school year for which aid is requested. 

Since aid is given for one academic year at a time, current scholarship recipients 
need to submit an Application for Renewal, a copy of an Updated Financial Aid 
Form, and an academic transcript, by the same deadline, the 10th of June 
preceding the school year for which such aid is desired.  Notice of the 
scholarship aid will be sent by the 30th of June. 

For an application or further information please contact the ABCCONN office at 
90A North Main Street, West Hartford, CT, 06107; call 860-521-5421; or email 
wlanz@abcconn.org. 
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“Discipleship” involves both mentor and mentee, leader and follower, teacher and learner; at different 
times we find ourselves in each role. In fact we need to remain in both roles at all times, ready to learn 
and ready to teach.  As the 2010-2011 ABCCONN Department of Educational Ministries begins their 
work we invite you to share with us your needs, your interests, and your expertise. Working together 
we can creatively and faithfully build areas of discipleship. With that said, please take a moment to 
share any or all of the following information with the Department: 

So we can build contact lists to share important information regarding events/opportunities/
ideas, would you share with us contact information for the following in your church: (i.e. name, 
email, phone number, address) for:   

· Youth Leader/s 

· Children’s Ministry Leader/s 

· Church School Teachers (all ages) 

· Youth (to let them know about regional youth events) 

To assist us in working together it would help to have input from individuals in your 
congregation. Please share these questions and let your congregation know we value their input. 

YOUTH— 

· What would you like to do with other youth in ABCCONN? 

· Would you be interested in an online Bible Trivia Contest for ABCCONN Youth? 

· How could your local church or ABCCONN help you grow in faith and leadership? 

· What can you do in your local church or ABCCONN to help lead?    

TEACHERS AND PASTORS— 

· How can we share information with one another? 

· Do you have resources you would be willing to share with others?  What’s the top resource 
you would like to have shared with you? 

· What can we do to involve youth and children in ABCCONN? 

LEARNERS/DISCIPLES OF ALL AGES— 

· What online classes might you be interested in taking? 

· What topics would you like to learn more about? 

· What gifts do you have to share? 

We need you!  Your input!  Your ideas!  Your experience!  Your support!   

By living as disciples of Jesus we can share our faith with others while also growing in our own.   

Please reply to the Rev. Amy Hollis with any of the information above at (860) 521-9460, 
amysrainbow@comcast.net. 
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SPRING IS HERE!!!! The trees are 
blooming, the lake has been 
transformed back to water once 
again, we’ve seen signs where the 
turtles have been laying their eggs 
and the flower gardens in the center 
of Camp are in full bloom.  What 
pretty spots for sure - along the side 
of the dirt roads, edged by stones - 
there are islands of color. Tulips, 
phlox, daffodils, peonies (almost 
ready to bloom), violets.  These 
flowers are the early spring flowers 

shouting out in rainbow of colors to a 
world still filled with the black and 
white hues of the winter hibernation. 
These individual voices of color 
seem to signal the beginning of an 
entire transformation as the trees 
begin to show signs of red and then 
green. And suddenly the dirt road 
doesn’t seem to be so dusty. 

It won’t be much longer and the 
sounds and sights of summer will be 
upon us.  Registration for the 
summer programs is in progress. As 
we welcome the colors, smells and 
sounds of Spring, we look forward to 
the opportunities we will have to be 
welcoming to each other this 
summer. The time when the ministry 
of Camp Wightman is in full swing, 
hundreds of children and adults, 
experiencing the greatness of God 
surrounded by the beauty of the 
earth. That’s so much better than the 
arrival of Spring! 

Grace and Peace 
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Are you being called to be a part of the 
Summer Camp Staff?   
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Ever wonder what it takes to become a summer 
volunteer staff member?  Ever think about being 
an important part of change in a child’s life?  
Ever have a life changing experience as a child 
and have been looking for a way to ‘give back’? 
Are you able to give up a week (or more) of time 
to make a difference in a child’s life?  A 
difference in someone’s life? 

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, 
then Camp Wightman needs you!  Volunteering 
is easy, and it is one of the most rewarding 
experiences in your life. 

Volunteers must be committed Christians and 
pass a background check.  Applications are 
available on the Camp Website or through the 
Camp Office. 

Questions will be gladly answered by Karen or 
David Warfield in the Camp Office. 
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The May 1st clean-up day was an enormous 
success.  Nearly fifty people attended and 

accomplished much more 
work than ever expected.  
Fire-pits were cleaned up, 
logs were split, wagons 
were sanded, brush and 
dead cedar trees were 
removed from the hill 

behind Spicer Lodge and 
brush was removed from 
Peck Village. And then there 
was sealing of some gutter 
leaks and, of course, the 
removal of thousands of 
leaves.  

The folks from the Niantic Community Church 
were there attending to the needs of their adopted 

cabin - Gertrude Waterman.   Fresh paint here, 
leaves gone there and a lot of cleaning. 

The small building that was moved last summer 
from Grace Field to the 
Archery Range was 
removed from the trailer 
and landed onto the 
ground for it’s new “final(?)” 
location.  This building has 
seen many tasks - Camp 
Store, Boat House, Storage Building for the Field 
and now the Archery Shed. 

Many hands working together can certainly 
accomplish many, many tasks.  We rejoice in the 
accomplishments and give thanks for the many 
people who gave of themselves.  
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Over the weekend of March 19 - 21, the Rev. 
Lisa Gustafson led a spiritual renewal and 
growth retreat for women. Being touted as 
the first annual women’s retreat, Awaken Me! 
was attended by 29 women.   

Unfortunately, the Men’s retreat I’m So Busy 
I Shouldn’t Even Be Here!  Scheduled for 
April 16 - 18 was cancelled as only 2 men 
had registered.  Apparently, the men were 
also too busy to register.  

Plans are underway for fall retreats.  Watch 
this page or the Camp Wightman website for 
details. 
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March / April 2010 
 

“Do You Love Me? Feed My Sheep.” 

2010 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

Let’s not be “sheepish.” As we, as the American Baptist Churches of 
Connecticut, approach this offering this year we do not want to be reluctant or 

“sheepish.” Many of us have contributed to OGHS 
already as we sought to provide relief to Haiti and 
Mexico following the recent earthquakes that 
devastated so many lives. But we must keep in mind 
that the ongoing work that OGHS funds provide for 
throughout the year does a great deal more than 
simply respond during times of natural disaster 
around the world. In fact, emergency relief is only 
approximately twenty-two percent of what OGHS 
funds were used for in 2009. 

Many of the refugees of war-torn countries are greatly assisted through the 
efforts made possible by OGHS funds and many of our American Baptist 
congregations here in the United States welcome these displaced families and 
assist them as they settle into a new culture. That is, in part, your gifts to 
OGHS at work. 

In the United States, as well as around the world, OGHS funds are used to help 
make sure communities have clean drinking water and to help distant 
communities create schools and medical clinics that can transform their 
futures. Again, your gifts to OGHS make this and so much more possible. 

Then again, maybe we should be “sheepish,” in the sense that as we all flock 
together joining our hearts in prayerful giving, we know we can make a 
wonderful, caring difference in the world. Jesus said it so simply and so well: 
“Do you love me? Feed my sheep.” 
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Department of Christian Mission Support and Stewardship 

 

American Baptists at Work in Haiti 
On January 12th Haiti experienced the most devastating earthquake in recent 
times. The epicenter was just outside of Port-au-Prince, one of the poorest and 
most densely populated areas in the Caribbean. This quake registered 7.0 on 
the Richter scale. With no building code in place, poorly constructed buildings 
came tumbling down. Both private houses and public buildings became death 
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traps for over 230,000 people. An equal number were seriously 
wounded. Everyone on that island nation continues to be affected by 
post-traumatic stress, homelessness, and the lack of medical attention 
as a result of the earthquake. 

American Baptists are helping. Over $200,000 has been released for 
Haitian disaster relief. $70,000 has been given to help keep Haitian 
college students in college since the earthquake. I personally know 
and have worked with nurse Kristy Engles who travels weekly from 
her work in the Dominican Republic to Haiti to offer on-going 
medical care to deeply hurting people. What an amazing job she 
does! I know and deeply admire Dr. Steven and Nancy James who 
have worked tirelessly to help meet the medical needs in Haiti for 
years. There are other ABC missionaries who love and serve God’s 
people in this extremely poor country called Haiti. We have every 
reason to be very proud of the wonderful work they do in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I have been blessed to be able to help take short-term work teams into 
southern Haiti through the Bethesda Evangelical Mission (BEM), an 
inter-church mission dedicated to helping with both the spiritual and 
physical needs. We have shipped tons of food, water and medical 
supplies to Les Cayes, Haiti where it has gone to meet the needs of 
many hungry and desperate people since the earthquake. BEM 
continues to do evangelism, offer theological education to church 
leaders, drill wells, and provide medical clinics to southern Haiti. 

One of my own passions has been for solar power. Solar cookers are 
needed to help Haitians become less dependent upon charcoal for 
cooking. These can be built and sold or given away to people for 
under $10 per unit. Haiti was 60% forested 80 years ago. Today it is 
less than 2% forested. People are crossing the border of the 
Dominican Republic to steal trees and are being shot. People are 
literally dying for firewood. Solar cookers are being used effectively 
around the world and need to be used in Haiti. I am introducing solar 
cooking through BEM. I’ll give one to each of our 40 pastors to take 
home to use this summer. More will be made and shipped as funds 
come in. 

There is almost no electricity outside the major cities of Haiti. 
Mountain villages are literally in the dark. For a mere $500, a church 
can be equipped with a solar panel, a battery and an inverter which 
will give them electric lights and power electric fans for worshippers. 
The church can literally become a light for their community where 

people can gather after dark for worship and fellowship. I have just shipped one unit there and will be 
setting it up for use in August. Many more are needed. 

Jesus, the “Light of the world”, calls us to shine our light in dark places. We are reminded in John 9:4, 
“As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent (Jesus). Night is coming, when no one can 
work.” Let’s take advantage of this joyous opportunity to serve our Lord in our prayers, our giving, and 
our going while we can. 
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NEWS AND NOTES May/June 2010 
� �
 

� �  The Rev. Dr. Ralph Seguine,  retired Administrator from Pierce Memorial Baptist 
Homes, passed away on February 28, 2010. Cards and notes may be sent to Peg at 86 Vina 
Ln., Apt. 318, Brooklyn, CT 06234. 
 

� �  Our prayers of sympathy are extended to The Rev. Greg Thomas, pastor of Corner-
stone Baptist Church in Danielson, whose father, John Thomas, died April 4; and also to the 
Rev. Nancy Morrow, pastor of Central Baptist Church of Norwich, who lost her mother,  
Alice Forsstrom, on April 14, 2010. 
 

� �  Our prayers remain with Mercy and Rick Gonzalez Barnes and their mission area in 
Mexicali following the 6.9 earthquake in March. Aftershocks continue to shake the area — 
over 1,500 a week! Many of you have written wanting to help. Rick suggests sending money, 
as clothing, food and basic necessities can be purchased on the ground there much more 
cheaply. As you feel led to give, send donations to International Ministries, PO Box 851, Val-
ley Forge, PA 19482-0851 c/o Lisa Schnovel. Designate it for Baja Earthquake Relief. If you 
prefer, please contact her at lisa.schnovel@abc-usa.org, or call 1-800-222-3872.  Also, work 
teams will be needed to come and help rebuild this area. For info on Short Term Mission 
teams contact Angela Sudermann (angela.sudermann@abc-usa.org).  
 

� �  We remember in prayer Pastor Jowell Papin who went to Haiti on April 5 to check in 
with family and friends. Jowell is pastor of the Haitian Baptist Church in Norwalk . The 
Rev. Bill Huegel returned to Haiti to work with a medical team from April 5-12. Bill retired as 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Wallingford last year. See the article about Bill’s work in this 
newsletter. 
 We continue prayers for our three Haitian Churches in Connecticut: The First Haitian 
Church in Norwich, the Haitian Baptist Church of Norwalk and the Evangelical Church of the 
New Jerusalem in Bridgeport. As of April, One Great Hour of Sharing had received just 
over $2,000,000 for Haiti relief! The OGHS offering is being taken this spring. The theme is 
“Jesus said, Do you love me? Feed my sheep.” 
�

� �  Our prayers and hearty congratulations go out to ABCCONN’s Executive Minister, the 
Rev. Dr. Judy Allbee, who recently completed her doctoral thesis. 
�

� �  Our prayers of thanksgiving are given for Joyce Cote as she “retires” as Treasurer of 
American Baptist Churches of Connecticut. She has served ABCCONN for 25 years—since 
1985! Thank you, Joyce, for your faithful service! 
�

� �  Congratulations to the Rev. Hopeton Scott who was recently presented the Founders 
Award at the Annual Meeting of the Council of Churches of Great Bridgeport. This award 
recognizes the service of specific individuals who embody the spirit and service of The Coun-
cil’s founders since 1945. Hopeton will also speak at the graduation exercises of Housatonic 
Community College this month.  
�

� �  The Calvary Baptist Church of Torrington  will ordain Michael J. Bertoli on Sunday, 
June 6 at 4 pm.  �
�

� �  Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America Summer Conference will be held at 
Keuka College, Keuka Park, NY, on July 12-17, 2010. Among the featured speakers are Tony 
Campolo, Peggy Campolo, Harry Knox, Maung Maung Yin. For more information go to 
www.bpfna.org/conference. 
 

� �  The Auxiliary of Connecticut Baptist Homes will hold a bake sale at the Home, 292 
Thorpe Ave., Meriden, on Thursday, June 3rd from 10:00-1:30. Donations of cookies, breads, 
candy and cakes would be appreciated. Come and enjoy a beverage in a café-style atmosphere. 
Any funds realized from this event will be used for resident programming. 
 

� �  A member of Central Baptist Church of Norwich, Jack Allen, has self-published a 
book of short stories called The Fictional Path, perfect for reading aloud to children and 
grandchildren. He was an art teacher for 33 years, and the book is illustrated with his exquisite 
line drawings and paintings. This book sells for $14 and Jack is donating $1.00 to Camp 
Wightman, and $1.00 to South Providence Neighborhood Ministries for each purchase. 
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� �  The Union Baptist Church of Hartford has begun a 
search to employ a part-time Youth Minister . They are 
seeking a licensed or ordained Christian minister, with a 
minimum of a Bachelor’s degree and experience working 
with children and youth. Principal responsibilities include 
planning and implementing faith-forming and faith-affirming 
activities for children and youth, including mission trips, 
retreats, fellowship events and service projects. This individ-
ual will also serve as worship leader for a monthly children’s 
church service, conduct Bible studies and assist youth advi-
sors. For more information, contact Deacon Donald Harris 
through the Union church office at 860-247-0648.  
 
� �  The Church World Service Regional Office  is now 
located at: Church World Service 
   P.O. Box 381 
   733 Chapin St., Ste. 102 
   Ludlow, MA 01057-0381 
   Phone: 413-583-8355  
 
Scholarships and student aid available: 

� �  Every year the International Baptist Seminary 
(IBS) Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to semi-
narians of ethnic heritage whose first language is other 
than English and are preparing for ministry in the United 
States with that ethnic group. Financial assistance is also 
offered to DMin and PhD candidates. For Rules and Regu-
lations and Application, contact the ABCCONN office by 
e-mail (abcconn@abcconn.org) or call (860) 521-5421. All 
completed forms are due into ABCUSA on June 15. AB-
CUSA contact is Kim Wilkins at Kim.Wilkins@abc-
usa.org (phone: 1-800-222-3872, ext. 2413.) 
 
� �  Bacone College just celebrated 130 years of continu-
ous education. It is dedicated to maintaining goals set by 
Almon C. Bacone, continuing to educate American Indians 
as well as ministers. Affiliated with American Baptist 
Churches they offer ten 100% tuition only scholarships for 
the academic year 2010-2011 for American Baptist Pas-
tor’s children. They are also offering ten 100% tuition only 
scholarships for students that are from any American Bap-
tist Caucus or Neighborhood Center. These are offered to 
full-time residential students in any area of their choosing. 
Any student interesting in apply for one of these scholar-
ships can do so at www.bacone.edu.   
 
� �  Christian Community Credit Union helps students 
pay for college through Credit Union Student Choice. As a 
not-for-profit Credit Union they have the unique ability to 
design products that are in the best interest of the student 
and their family. The Credit Union also offers financial 
management resources for young adults and a full-range of 
products and services to help develop and maintain good 
financial habits. Student Choice is available to members of 
Christian Community Credit Union – visit them at 
myCCCU.com. 
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Ministers Council: May 17, 2 pm, First Baptist, Branford  

 

Memorial Day: May 31—ABCCONN Office closed 
 

ABCCONN  Department and Board of Managers  
   Meetings: June 12 at Community Baptist, Manchester 
 
Smart Women/Smart Choices Seminar: June 15,  

  10 am– 2 pm, Central Baptist, Norwich  

Ecumenical Generous Hearts Stewardship Seminar: 

  June 19, 9 am– 2 pm, First Baptist, Essex  

 

Camp Wightman Open House : June 27 
 

Independence Day: July 5—ABCCONN Office closed 
 

National ABW Conference: July 10-15, Columbus, OH 
 

Labor Day: September 6—ABCCONN Office closed 

 

Gala Friends Event: September 25 
 

Protecting the Sacred Workshop: October 7 
 

Columbus Day: October 11—ABCCONN Office closed 

 

Discipleship Fair: October 23, Hartford, Central Baptist 

The next ABCCONN mailing will be the July/August 
mailing. Deadline for materials is Friday, July 2. 

 

LOOKING  FORWARD  hhhhhhhhhhhhh 
THE ABCUSA BIENNIAL : 
 2011: 
  Puerto Rico—June  24 to 26, 2011 
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