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ABCCONN’s 186" ANNUAL GATHERING

Join us for ABCCONN's Annual Gathering at the Central Baptist Church of Norfer a day of

worship and worship experiences.

Saturday, April 24, 2010
8:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.

Central Baptist Church,
Norwich

American Baptists are among the most diverse
of denominations. We will experience that
diversity as we explore different forms of
worship: the African American, Hispanic, and
Chinese traditions, contemporary worship,
worship experiences targeted at children and
families, and much more!

Amidst our worship experiences we will
celebrate what God has done in our churches
during the past year.




Lenten Thoughts

Lately | have been walking in the woods in back
of our home. After living in this house for almost
5 years now | finally ventured into the woods for
the first time in December with my son leading
the way. Now | am out there with my walking
stick (otherwise known as a tree branch) every
day off, exploring the world right outside my
back door. It is wonderful to be out there. It is
reminiscent of my childhood when | spent
countless hours playing in the woods.

| write all this because | would like to share some
insights as they relate to our Christian “walk,”
especially during this season of Lent.

Walking in the woods allows for a time of
solitude. Most of the time when | walk, there is a

wonderful season of silence. Except for the sound

of my own steps in the snow and an occasional

bird or squirrel squawking at my presence, there
is silence — no cars, no phone ringing. Even the

animal noises are muted by the dense trees.

It is in these silent places where one can be at
peace with God. It is important to me to listen for
God and speak with God in these moments which
are uninterrupted by all the crowded noises of our
everyday life. | recall during this Lenten season
how often it is recorded in the gospels that Jesus
went “away” by himself to pray. Those are
precious times. | value that space of silence. |
wonder if you do as well.

As | begin my walk, the woods are very dense
with no visible paths. At first | could not
determine which way to go and | kept getting hit
with tree branches. But one day | just stopped
and looked around me and it became quite
evident where | was to walk. | realized that all the

animals that come around our house seem to take

the easiest way through the trees. | began to
follow the deer prints in particular, and my trek
was made much simpler. The lesson | learned is
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this: instead of struggling doing the same thing
over and over with the same results (in this case,
getting whacked in the face), it might be wise to
stop and look at the bigger picture to find a
solution. In those quiet places, we may very well
hear the “still small voice of God” calling us
forward.

There are four deer that regularly walk through
our yard into the woods. At points along the way,
their paths diverge with two going in one
direction and the other two going in a different
direction. So much of our Christian faith is
deciding which path to take. Jesus told his
disciples that the path to follow him is not easy.
We recall that few of His disciples were able to
walk with him all the way to the cross. What path
are you taking today?

Finally, walking in the woods for me is an act of
worship, if by worship we mean this definition:
the rites or services through which people show
their adoration, devotion, and respect for God.
Walking in the silent woods affords me the
opportunity to worship God in a much simpler
and less ornate way than what we do on Sunday
morning. It is barebones worship — God and |
together in this journey.

| wonder where you are able to have that
experience. When | recently shared my joy in
being in the woods, some folks looked at me as if
| had lost my mind. Some are able to find those
quiet places on a busy city street, or in a
classroom, or in their car or on the train. Where
are those quiet places for you where you are able
to meet God? Many blessings to you in this
Lenten journey wherever that journey takes you
this year.

Judy
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Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples



Camp Wightman Spring Retreats

Camp Wightman is doing a new thing! It is holdimg
spring retreats, one for women and the other far.me
These retreats are an opportunity for women andtmen
pause and experience the presence of God in thet ofid
the busyness of their lives.

The women'’s retreat with the theme “Awaken Me!”lwil
be held on the weekend of March 19 - 21, 2010.

The men’s retreat, “I'm so busy | shouldn’t even be
here!!” will be held on the weekend of April 168,1
2010.

Registration forms for these retreats can be famthe
Camp Wightman websiteyww.campwightman.org\nd
remember, Camp Wightman is still available for your
church if you want to plan your own retreat weekend

Camp Wightman Summer Brochures are
Now Available

Camp Wightman's summer
2, brochures are now available
<, and registration for the

If you'd like a brochure sent
Z, to you, you can request one
T from the camp office (860-
376-2179) or from the
Wi G\,\" ABCCONN office (860-521-
5421). Your church should
also have received a copy of the brochure. Fingdy,
can download a copy of the brochure from the Camp
Wightman website (www.campwightman.org).

Online registration is available from the Camp Wigan
website also.

Would you like to receive an occasional
ABCCONN e-news with mission information,
upcoming events and prayer requests? If sqg,
please send your email address to
jallbee@abcconn.org

summer programs has begun.

Free Ministry Resources

Herb Miller’s Parish Paperdias a 34 volume online
document on issues related to effective church
ministry entitled Church Effectiveness

Nuggets For more information go tdttp://
theparishpaper.com/free-resources

MARCH
6 - Spring Fling, 2nd Baptist, Suffield
8 - February mission giving is due in Valley Forge
13- Snow date for Board of Managers Meeting
16 - Ministers Council Educational Event & Annual

Meeting, CT Baptist Homes
19-21 Women’s Retreat at Camp Wightman

APRIL
2- ABCCONN Office closed for Good Friday
9- March mission giving is due in Valley Forge

16-18 Men’s Retreat at Camp Wightman
24 - ABCCONN Annual Gathering

MAY
1- Camp Wightman Spring Work Day
11 - April mission giving is due in Valley Forge
31- ABCCONN Office closed for Memorial Day
JUNE

12 - ABCCONN Board of Managers Meeting
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A Good Time in the Lord (Part 1)
Joy and Fellowship at Christian Tabernacle BaptistChurch

by Natalie Wigg-Stevenson, Enuma Okoro and Kevin Spears

One night | was asleep, very much asleep. My husband and | were in the bed and | was awakened. It was a
voice and it was like a vision in the room. There was nothing there but my name was calledo lgmidadck

to sleep and all of a sudden it seemed like my heart was turning and it was just a sensation througle my w
body. | was very prayerful saying, “Lord, something is going on. | just want you to guide me into what you wil
have me do.”

This moment in the story of Minister Deborah Newton’s call to ministry is ayplkin the Baptist experience
of vocational discernment. The call is audible. It speaks her name, disrupesepearstl seems like a waking
dream. Swirling around and through her, it is both physical and mystical. She fledisribody. It compels
her to fervent prayer and to a deep, personal commitment to find her place in the unfoldmgsotib and
work in the world.

In this intense and private moment, Minister Newton'’s call to ministry blossantezt bwn mind and heart.
The seeds of that call were sown and watered, though, in the life and ministrystia@hirabernacle Baptist
Church (CTBC), and the growth of that call would mature publicly and communailyginthe faithful
guidance and joyful fellowship of her congregation, her family and her friends.

Like many congregations, CTBC is a thriving community of faith where pegiptethemselves in remarkable
ways to service and leadership within the congregation and beyond. A close look dtiiecat @ TBC

reveals a unique aspect of this congregation’s capacity for drawing petmpieinistry. It is the spirit of joy
and celebration that infuses their common life, work and worship and the value treegmplkae experience of
fellowship.

For Reverend Keith King, the senior pastor at CTBC, this joyful and celebratoity gaiak the heart of the
congregation’s vitality:

“We continue to remind people that the joy of the Lord is ours. Through that continuousheti—sharing
each other’s joys, bearing each other’'s burdens—we are continuing to grow.”

Shirley Moss, a worship leader in the congregation, puts a finer point on it, “The filug 8pirit is joy and
that's something from deep within. That's really how we waitetd

Theological educator and author Dr. Melva Wilson Costen has argued that tHeregestanding traditions in
African-American congregations by which “a ‘good time in the Lord'—eigigan worship—induces a
change-invoking power that elevates members above the contradictions of an wpg@ssty.” Because this
joy touches everyone in the worshipping community, each one is considered callgdippddfor service

by God, which in itself brings new joy to the life of the one serving and to the congregsita whole.

Minister Newton, recalling her first visits at CTBC, remembers the wasime felt from church members
immediately. For her, this sense of joy and fellowship soon spread beyond the erpafri®@anday morning
and into the rest of her life. Joy in the Lord and the deep communal friendships thaugoéw instilled a
deep desire for how—and who—she wanted to be, a desire that would awaken when its ngrokenang
night in the quiet of her bedroom.

The above article is the first of several parts thid be printed over the coming months. Thedetiappeared in the journal
Cultures of Call: Exploring Vocational Habits and Practices in Congregations published by the Fund for Theological Education
(www.thefund.org). Reprinted with permission of Tiend for Theological Education.



As we write this, February is half
over and the white of a fresh snow
surrounds us. Truly there is nothing
quite like the beauty of these woods
following a fresh covering of
whiteness. As one member of the
Thursday Crew recently said, “It is
amazing how quickly God can clean
up our dirty world with a few
moments of snow.”

As we complete our first full year as
Ministers of Camping and
Conferences, we wonder where the
time has so quickly gone. And,
sometimes we wonder if we’ll be
“ready” for the summer camping
season.

As we reflect over the past year, we
are touched by the memories of the
life-changing experiences and

personal blessings we have
received. We've met some 540
summer campers, hundreds of
volunteers, more than 2,100 retreat
guests - we're even beginning to
remember names. We've been
witness to construction and
renovation projects. We've been
blessed by your prayers and
friendships.

Most of all however, we've witnessed
the power and love of God, through
Christ Jesus and the work of the Holy
Spirit, as lives continue to be touched
and changed here at Camp
Wightman.

Grace and Peace
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Are you being called to be a part of the
Summer Camp Staff?
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Here are two opportunities to serve:
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Camp Wightman is now hiring summer 2010
staff members. These nine-week positions
include a modest salary, room and board.

The summer staff experience means a lot of
hard work, many long hours, a lot of fun, the
experience of living in a Christian community,
and opportunities to learn, grow and serve.

If you are 18 or older and would like more
information, you can check the summer staff
section on the camp website or call Karen or
David Warfield in the Camp Office
(860.376.2179 X10). Available positions and

application information are posted on the
website.
' ## %

Ever wonder what it takes to become a summer
volunteer staff member? Ever think about being
an important part of change in a child's life?
Ever have a life changing experience as a child
and have been looking for a way to ‘give back'?
Are you able to give up a week (or more) of time
to make a difference in a child's life? A
difference in someone’s life?

If the answer to any of these questions is yes,
then Camp Wightman needs you! Volunteering
is easy, and it is one of the most rewarding
experiences in your life.

Volunteers must be committed Christians and
pass a background check. Applications are
available on the Camp Website or through the
Camp Office.

Questions will be gladly answered by Karen or
David Warfield in the Camp Office.

It is not too late to register for one of the two
Camp sponsored retreats this Spring:

Awaken Me! A retreat for women led by the

Rev. Lisa Gustafson over the weekend of
March 19 - 21. Registration deadline: March

1, 2010

I'm So Busy | Shouldn’t Even Be Here! A
retreat for men led by the Rev. Michael Wu
over the weekend of April 16 - 18. Registra-
tion deadline: April 1, 2010.

Additional information for either of these retreats can
be found at the camp website.

() *(

We were saddened to learn of the passing of
long-time Thursday Crew volunteer - Byron
Kinnie Jr. on January 26, 2010. Byron's
involvement at Camp Wightman began in the
1950’s and one of his first accomplishments was
moving the covered wagons into Peck Village. A
memorial service was held on January 31st at
the Voluntown Baptist Church. At Byron’'s
request, memorial donations can be made to
Camp Wightman.
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Department of Christian Mission Support
March / April 2010

2010 AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING

Have you ever taken a moment to look at your hands? What an incredible par
of our bodies they are. Flexible, able to grasp, often expressive of our welcomg
and sometimes a warning of danger. | think God knew what he was doing
when he created us so intricately and wonderfully, able to CONNECT — CARH
— CELEBRATE.

That is the theme of this year’s America for Christ Offering by Acaeri
Baptists nationwide. It comes at a time when perhaps, more than ever, we
desperately need to “connect and care and celebrate” with our neighbors
throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. That happens in wonderful ways
as we join hands and hearts through our American Baptist Homes, Hospitals
and Caring Ministries; Campus Ministries and Pastoral Counseling Services
Judson Press; Refugee Resettlement (100,000 placed to date); ABC Collegeg
and Seminaries; our own ABCCONN ministries and programs; and so much
more.

Every dollar we give empowers ministries to many who are very much in nee
across the country. It is vital that as communities of faith we CONNEQGT wit
these who are our neighbors in need and bring them the “cup of water”
Matthew speaks of in his gospel. As the body of Christ — his HANDS and
feet in a world that struggles — we cannot ignore the needs around us but mugt
CARE enough to share from the bounty that God has given us to help meet t
needs of others. And we can CELEBRATE with great joy the fact that our
hands have reached beyond ourselves, our churches, and even our immediat
communities with the love of God in Christ.

As each of our American Baptist Churches in Connecticut prepares to receive
this vital and important offering in March, | ask you, as chairperson of the
Department of Christian Mission Support and Stewardship, to have not only
Willing Hands but also WILLING HEARTS, opened wide to both the concern
for all God’s people and God’s Spirit as you consider your goals and your giftg
to the 2010 America for Christ Offering. May God bless us all, and others
through us.
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Have you ever wondered what happens to the information on the annual repdil pot for
ABCCONN? Just where does that information go? Who looks at it?

One of the groups that have taken a serious look at the last aepasl is the Board of Christian
Mission Support. We wanted to know what was going on in ABCCONN chairichéhe area of
Outreach Ministry. It was amazing to see just what vaasggon: the community needs being met, the
care for people beyond the towns and cities we serve, the concéne filanet and environment. Over
56 areas of mission were identified.

Here is a list of some of the ways our ABCCONN churches are involved in outreach:

Local: fuel banks, food pantries and local food distribution networks, hosgitglaincies, local
conferences of churches, back-to-school supplies, youth/lay lead@atseshelters for women and the
homeless, meals for those in need, support of nursing homes, churchovigiains, prayer shawl
ministries, building use (AA, NANON, etc), VBS, clothing and food drives, communityqsc

Denominational Haitian Health Foundation, Mission Teams (Gonzales-Barnes, }loGsmp
Wightman, Pierce Home, Noank Group Homes, the four offerings, BPPte Cross, Love Gift,
United Missions

Other Outreach: CROP/CWS, the Gideons, Heifer Project, Samaritan’s Pursesridéan Bible
Society, Eastern University, Andover Newton, the Red Cross, PFLAGFSEIll Bottle collection,
Adopt-a-Platoon, Alternate Energy Projects

Did you see something your church would like to try or explore? @BRN can direct you to one of
the churches that is involved in these areas of outreach!

The Rev. Lisabeth Gustafson
Member of Board of Christian Mission Support.

The above information comes from the 30 churches that sent itheir 2008 annual reports.
Imagine what the list would look like if heard from everyone!!lt is time to fill out the 2009
Annual Report. Take time in your church to fill out the information and share it with the
ABCCONN family. Ministries, statistics, names and addressesf your church leadership all help
to provide valuable resources to the wider family.



