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American Baptists Meet in Pasadena for Worship, Celebration, and Busings

y Every two years, American Baptists gather from around
the country to worship and celebrate our heritage and our
mission at a Biennial Meeting. This year the meeting was
held in Pasadena, CA, hosted by the American Baptist
Churches of Los Angeles.

The Biennial included an exhibit hall where delegates
could learn more about denominational organizations
such as International Ministries, National Ministries, and
American Baptist Women’s Ministries, among many
others. There were also exhibitors offering products and
services to enhance the ministries of local churches.

Worship at the Biennial meeting in Pasadena, CAWhile the Biennial included times of worship and
Roy Medley, General Secretary for ABCUSA,  celebration with inspirational speakers and great music,
((jceelgtert) and E"Sa' E%he"a”'a' ABCCONN's youthhere were also several business sessions during which
gate (right) are shown. delegates acted on statements of concern and proposed
bylaw changes.

Bylaw changes were proposed which would have allowed for a restructutimg @énomination.
Those changes were narrowly defeated with 377 delegates voting in favor of thescdrahgé7
opposing them — in order to ratify the changes affirmative votes by two-thirtie detegates present
were needed. There was the sense that, despite the failure of the proposed cloanges, WBrk
within our denomination, continuing to shape it for our day and time.

There were two Statements of Concern brought to the delegates by the Statdr@emicern
Committee and both were passed overwhelmingly. The first Statement wpsresseet the
challenges posed by immigration and internal displacement. “With displateoeeto natural
disasters, famine, and war, as well as immigration for economic advanceewmie are resettling in
the United States in ways that both enhance and disrupt established communitigafethers
acknowledged. It called upon American Baptists, as individuals and congregstitmslcome all
people with Christ’'s compassion in the expectation that we may be entertaigelg amaware.”

The second statement called American Baptists to recommit themselvekitognand advocating
“for economic justice on the local, state and national level while listenifgp$e twho feel their
voices are unheard or ignored amidst the clamor of political agendas.”




My space in this wraparound is going to be a
mishmash of information and sharing.

Let me start with the most difficult piece. Last
November following the 2009 budget planning and
watching our investments continue to decline with
the worsening economic situation, it became clear
that our ABCCONN budget needed to be cut even
more. As you may remember we have been
making cuts every year, and we have been trying
to be very careful stewards of our common
resources. But we still have a deficit budget which
simply cannot continue. So in November of 2008 |

met with our associate executive minister, the Rev.

Linda Lea Snyder, and told her that by the end of
2009 we would no longer be able to financially
support that position. With that information Linda
has been seeking a new ministry position. | am
working with the personnel committee to think
through creative ways of covering some of the
ministries currently tended to by Linda. Those
plans will be submitted to the Executive
Committee for their approval in the next few
months.

While at the ABCUSA General Board meeting in
June, our General Secretary Roy Medley shared
that ABC TV (the other ABC) will be showing a
documentary in January on the Baptist-Muslim
dialogue that has been taking place over the last
couple of years. Roy has been a very instrumental
voice in this dialogue, and our own Erica Wimber
Avena and Hopeton Scott have been on this task
force as well. I will give you more information as
soon as | receive it.

A brief word about the ABCUSA structure change
vote: it needed a 66% majority vote to pass and
that did not happen. While a lot of time, energy,
prayer, thought and work went into this structure
plan, there are probably many reasons why it

failed and everyone has their own perspective. | do
not tend to believe in coincidences so | believe that

for whatever reason, this was not the right time for
this change to happen. | believe that the hand of
God is involved in our corporate as well as our
individual ministry and I trust that we will discern

from God what needs to happen next for the well-
being and the ongoing ministry of our ABC
family.

| am expanding our ABCCONN e-news list. If you
do not receive this weekly news from my office
and would like to, please send me your email
address.

ABCCONN has a Facebook page. As soon as we
get ourselves organized | will be using that page to
send out announcements and prayer requests.

By the time you read this, we will be well settled
into our new office space. As | write this, we are
still unpacking boxes and attempting some
semblance of organization. The new copier is here,
the phone lines are in and working, and we are still
working on getting internet access. It has been a
challenge to consolidate from four stories to four
rooms but we have accomplished it. First Baptist
of West Hartford has been very gracious in
welcoming us. We are feeling very blessed to be
here. Also as | write this, the sale of the house is
being finalized. We are praying for a mid-July
closing date. Please pray for our negotiations and
for our lawyers Mike Wu and Tim Bates. It has
been a very time consuming project for them in the
midst of their already busy schedules.

Blessings to you in the beauty of these summer days.

In service to Christ,

Judy

The American Baptist Churches of Connecticut (ABCCONN) are:

Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples



ABCCONN's FACEBOOK Page

If you're a Facebook user, you can find a new
ABCCONN page in Facebook. Once logged into

Facebook, simply type “ABCCONN?” into the search box

to find it. There you'll find announcements and sew
about ABCCONN'’s ministries. Check it out and come
back often to see new material that is added.

Would you like to receive an occasional
ABCCONN e-news with mission information,
upcoming events and prayer requests? If so,
please send your email address to
jallbee@abcconn.org

Redesigned ABCUSA Website

Although still at the same addressafw.abc-usa.org
American Baptists have a new website offering agbor
into information and news about our denominatiod an
resources to support the ministries of pastordecal
churches. The site has been redesigned to make
navigating the site easier and the resources dasiieid.

Check it out!

Summer Fun at Camp Wightman

Aquatics campers and staff having fun at a water
carnival at Beals Beach at Camp Wightman.

World Mission Offering Resources Available
Online

Resources for the World Mission Offering are now
posted online aww.internationalministries.org/

read/12371.There you can find a leader’s guide, a video

telling the story of mission partnerships, anothideo
introducing the work of International Ministries)ca
lessons for children, youth, and adults.

Check out the International Ministries website gitah
for your church’s promotional efforts for this y&sar
World Mission Offering. Strong support of this aife,
which supports missionaries around the world, isamo
necessary than ever, given the economic situatiatwvte
and our mission efforts are facing.

AUGUST
6 - July mission giving is due in Valley Forge
SEPTEMBER

7 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of
Labor Day

8 - August mission giving is due in Valley Forge

12 - ABWM retreat at Camp Wightman

12 - Interim Ministry Training, Connecticut Baptist
Homes

19 - YEL! Event, Connecticut Baptist Homes

19 - Midlife Spirituality Workshop, Connecticut
Baptist Homes
30 - Protecting the Sacred, ABCCONN Offices

OCTOBER

6 - September mission giving is due in Valley
Forge

12 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of
Columbus Day

24 - Discipleship Fair, First Baptist/South
Congregational Church, New Britain
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Reports from ABCCONN'’s Youth Delegates to the Pasadena Biennial Meeg

Wow, you guys sure sent me on a trip! Those four
days have forever influenced my life. | arrived in
California, immediately joining a group of 28 other
American Baptist youth who have forever touched
my heart. Each one of them was completely genuine
in their faith, and we all fell into ease with each
other. By the end of the first day we were hanging
out as if we had known each other our whole lives.
We all worshiped together and were the people
singing the loudest. The daily worship services were
two hours long with lots of singing and prayer, and
the best part was that | didn't get bored. Every
speaker spoke so passionately about their topic.

Saturday began our business discussions, which
gave me the chance to observe the workings of
ABC-USA. | had not known very much about the
work of ABC-USA as a whole, and it was good to
see what it takes. Even though the vote for the new
structure didn’t pass it was good to see what
changes need to be made for the future.

I had the privilege to attend the Baptist-Muslim
dialogue, which is one of my particular interests.
Elisai Echevarria and | attended this in hopes of
learning more about what we as Baptists are doing
to form relationships with the Jewish and Muslim
communities. Across the United States churches are
forming relationships with mosques and temples to
understand each other’s religions. American
Baptists are well on their way to having closer ties
with Muslims in our country, but it is our mutual
hope to spread this across the world in hopes of
creating a more peaceful environment.

The Biennial experience is one | believe we all
should have, as you get the chance to meet so many
people and make new friends. | want to thank every
person in the congregation for this opportunity, and

| want to let you know the Biennial is coming home
with me. | would like to make efforts for our own
church to be the “hands and feet of Christ,” which
was the theme of the Biennial. As youth we have
decided to begin a movement to start young adult
ministries, where we organize missions in our own
communities and then come together for one big
mission, probably once a year. We are currently in
the process of setting up a website for this, and
we’re very passionate about getting this going. Not
to mention that we can’t wait to see each other
again! Eli and | have formed a relationship with the
Rhode Island delegates and plan to be in contact
with them, sharing our mission plans. We have been
asked to come down to Galveston, Texas to work on

homes, which may become our first mission
together next year. We have just begun the
planning, but we all are very excited and feel
empowered to begin work back at home, post-
biennial. | encourage you all to join us in that
excitement. Great things are happening in ABC-
USA but there is so much more we can all do. It is
time for us all to step it up a notch and truly be a
light on the hill.

Courtney Coates

Above all | want to give thanks to God for this
weekend in Pasadena, and secondly, | want to thank
Linda Snyder and ABCCONN for providing the
means for me to attend the Biennial. This was one
of those times that | will look back on and stand in
awe of God'’s grace, mercy, and heart.

The theme spoke directly to my core these
“hands....these feet.” | always thought that
bureaucracy got in the way of the work, but this
weekend showed me that with God as our forefront
it's all possible. I've learned to love what it means
to be Baptist; it's a unity that is even displayed in
our governing body.

Communication was amazing with such a mass
number of delegates and participants. The main
matter to change the structure of the governing body
didn’t get amended, but | feel optimistic. | think that
God is at work and will work his purposes.

Our packed agenda was covered in a timely fashion,
from amazing worship that uplifted God — choirs,
pantomimes, interpretive dance, spoken word,
soloists — to sermons that challenged, moved and
centered around Jesus and his love for the needy
and broken hearted.

The youth came together and now we are a family
which words can't explain. Together we cried,
laughed, worshiped, rejoiced, and we wish that
distance was not between us. The bonds | formed
are mysterious and only able to occur with hearts
that are set on God and then on helping our
neighbor.

For me personally, | came out with a heart and mind
set to help first my community and then to branch
out into a larger scale. “God has no hands or feet
but mine to bless the world” (a song from the
Biennial).

God Bless,
Elisai Echevarria



We hope you are enjoying summer (finally!) and the creative ministry
opportunities that come with the warmer, lower key months of the year.

YEL! UPDATE

ABCCONN's and ABCORI's (American Baptist Churches of Rhode Island)
15-month longy oungEmergingL eaders Project continues to unfold with all
kinds of enthusiasm, learning, relationship building, and fun. Eleven youth,
mentors, and adult leaders met at ABCORI's beautiful Camp Canonicus
Friday- Saturday, June 26-27 for a wild and wonderful overnight retreat.
Bible study, games, times of reflection, worship, and crafts highlighted the
time of learning about self, God, and each other. The theme for this gatheripg
was taken from Matthew 13:31-32 — Jesus’ parable of the mustard seed —
as participants considered such questions as: “When have you been
surrounded by rich, nourishing soil?”, “What has been there to support/
nurture you?”, “What happens when we fall amongst the weeds and rocks;
how do we support each other?”, and “What is one specific step you can take
to strengthen the root system so that what is emerging can grow stronger?’
All of this builds on the leadership qualities these young people already
possess (and some of the mentors report that THEY are also being mentorgd
by the youth!). Check out the pictures below to share the excitement of
discovery that was the experience for all who went.

Announcing: BLACK CHURCH CONFERENCE November 3-7, 2009

The2009 Black Church Conferencewill be held at the Third Baptist
Church, Chicago, IL. This year’'s themePswer Connection: A Call to
Greater Worksbased on John 14:12. Special features include: “The Doors
of the Church Are Open: A Call to Intercultural Understanding & Ministry,”
“Making Multi Cultural/Racial Ministry Work,” “A Call To Greater Works:
The Black Church at the Crossroads,” and a special “Emerging Leaders”
track. More info will be available soonatvw.nationalministries.orglev.
William Mathis, Pastor of Springs of Life Giving Water Church in New
Haven (203-946-0799) will be attending with partial support from
ABCCONN's Department of Educational Ministries — you might give Bill a
call if you're planning on attending.
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NEW ORDERING OPTION FOR JUDSON PRESS WEBSITE

Judson press has updated the purchasing capabilities of its welvsitgudsonpress.cono offer
American Baptist churches the option of online ordering on account. Web accounts caatdak cre
through a link to the regular formwaivw.judsonpress.com/catalog_howtoorder;csoroll down

to “Payment Options” to begin the web account enrolment process.

Judson will also soon be hosting its first webinar and plans to offer audio books and MP3 audio
files for download. Customers who wish to be kept informed of these developments should
subscribe to the Judson Press e-newsletter by sending an epnaihttions@judsonpress.com

And —this is important! — when you order anything, pleased don’t forget to use Code 32 in the
Regional Rewards Program (a new program that gives our region a geh@¥ogsmmission on

all sales).

ABCCONN'’s Discipleship Partnerscontinue to stand ready to consult with you on a whole range of
discipleship building issues — anything from gift discovery, to revving up yfmunch school

program, to identifying great resources for small group study. Feel freatact one of them today

to consult with your pastor, Christian Education team, or Church School teachers:

Joyce Blandon, Tricia Baker, Shawn Buskey, and Mary Brodhead.
DISCIPLESHIP FAIR

Planning for this year’s Discipleship Fair is well underway. With a theinvgorshipping in the
Presence of Jesuhie event is planned f@aturday, October 24" at South Congregational/First
Baptist Church of New Britain. Great worship, exceptional music, youth andestigdr
programming, and an array of ten workshops will highlight the day. Details asttaggn will be
in the next ABCCONN mailing — watch for it!

ART IN THE CHURCH -- WALL MURAL at South Congregational/First Baptist Church, New
Britain

Twenty-two year-old Newington resident and friend of South Church, Kevin Boudreauaf$ita g
and tattoo artist who was arrested for spray painting on a bridge in New BAisapart of his
court-ordered community service, he brought the parable of the Good Samaifapridhe walls
of Pastor George Harris’ study. “I love what he’s doing. I'm very excitegid George. “I hope it
says that the church is still relevant and that these stories still hamengeathe lives of
everyone.” One side depicts the traditional version of a man being robbed and the GaotaGam
helping him. On the other side is an

image of modern-day business people

who don’t seem to notice a man being

robbed. A tattooed kid steps in to help.

George Harris and the church hope this

beautiful mural will make a lasting

impression on other kids.

Linda Lea Snyder, Director of Discipleship
Ministries (LSnyder@abcconn.org, 203-
777-3881)
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Department of Christian Mission Support

July/August 2009
The Department of Mission and Stewardship highlights
2 Special Interest Missionaries:

Rev. Mercedes Gonzalez-Barnes and Rev. Richard Barnes
2310 West EIm
El Centro, CA 92243

Connecticut enjoys a long and special relationship with Mercy and Rick
Barnes. They have many friends who have responded in joining their
Missionary Partnership Teams. It is critical to raise all of their fuébr the
next year by September 30, 2009 to continue their work in Mexico. We were
grateful to hear Mercy speak at the ABCCONN Annual Meeting ApHilia5
Waterbury and to renew old friendships and forge new ones. Donations should
be sent in their names f&merican Baptist International Ministries, P.O. Box
851, Valley Forge, PA 1948®1ore information is available at:
www.internationalministries.org.

Mercy and Rick have been working with the Dios con Nosotros (God With Us
Baptist Convention) Convention in Baja California, Mexico since 2002. Their
ministry in Baja includes leadership development for new church planting,
teaching at the Seminary, and work with short term mission groups from the
United States. The ministry region includes Mexicali, Tecate, Ensenada, Sa
Luis and Tijuana.

New church planting can mean many things, for them it has meant breaking
down the old wineskins and discovering new ones. It has taken them down thtlj
road of dialogue about the value of tradition and innovation. They have learne
to frame the terminology of New Church planting with phrases such as
cooperating churches, sponsoring churches, and partner churches. This helpg
reshape the traditional structure and reflects a more relational appribacht
comes to New Church Planting.

Rick and Mercy are part of the faculty of the
Dios con Nostros Seminary, located in
Mexicali. They teach courses on church
planting, Church History and Ecclesiology
(from a Latin American perspective) as well
as pastoral ministry and discipleship. They
facilitate continuing education for church
leaders, adapting materials where
appropriate.

They live in El Centro,CA, 12 miles north of the border with children, Aida,
age 17, Rich, age 14 and Joshua, age 8. 67

- < - - =
&( 8 # 0+(2,
$ 3)(1*/+1*%/+, . $ 3)(1*/+10/(), 1 $>--141 5

o3

# 3 %




IM Missionary Teams and Networks: Update and Reflection

| thank my God every time | remember you. In all mpyayers for all of you, | always pray with joy bagse of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day untibw, being confident of this, that he who began aogl work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of Clist Jesus. - Philippians 1:3-6

In Suffield last September, | attended a workshop on the 'new' way ABOnternational

Ministries planned to provide support for our missionaries.Each IM missionary would be
responsible for gathering a “Team” whose members would assist him/her to devedigp a w
“Network” of advocates throughout the churches. The “Team” would be like theepittarthe
missionary’s race car, with responsibility to be aware of the missieaegds (personal, ministry,
family, financial) and to stir up enthusiasm in the stands where “Netwatkpatential “Network”
members (the fans) would be seated so as to have a good view of the race in whicsicghamisas
engaged.

Fast forward to February 2009 when we learned that the project of establishsigridry
Partnership Teams and Networks would have to accelerate. Because ofl MdulceMission
Offering giving and IM investment losses, missionaries were informedhthaeadline for one of the
particular goals of the partnership approach had been moved up to September of.thisayemal

is for missionaries to receive 70% of the cost of their deployment through spéed support

giving from churches and individuals.The other 30% of the cost of each ministry will continue to
be covered through the WMO and gifts to IM through United Mission.

To help with this challenge, major donors committed upwards of $400,000 to create the iec¢her R
Society Matching Gift Fund, which would double gifts between $200 and $2000 from new donors
(individuals or organizations) made before the end of JAmef print time, we know that over one
thousand new donors came forwardthough final numbers from June are not yet tallied because of
the large number of contributions made late in that month.

Now the September deadline is before us, and as a part of a Missionary Pariheashi it is
difficult for me not to focus right on the financial aspects of our responsibilitesuf missionaries
on the field. Yet | want to put up a “yellow flag,” even as we enter what feela likene stretch for
this year’s gathering of support. My limited understanding of car raeysgthat a yellow flag
indicates a hazard on the track. The hazard | perceive is that in our hurry @oadsetet by the
financial realities we face, we may forget tttet foundation of the Missionary Partnership model
is a challenge to each of us (as believers and as congregations) to be “partnerhiengospel”
with our ABC IM Missionaries.

To take the racing analogy further: | once had thought that an annual WorldriM$ering
donation was a sufficient “price of admission” to stand in the crowd cheering on our ABC
missionaries from the bleachers. Now, | realize my responsibility fysther. Some understood this
all along: | know many American Baptist women in Connecticut who always aveare of the work
and specific needs of missionaries and their families. Partnership model invites us alko follow
their long-standing example of knowing our missionaries by naméJay we truly be the partners
God calls us to be, so that our IM missionaries can give thanks for us as Paul likdcfamdregation
of God'’s people at Philippi. (Perhaps this model is not so “new” after all.) afio heore about how
you or your church can strengthen the connection with one or more IM missionaites, Vi
www.internationalministries.org

Michelle Madsen-Bibeau- Interim Pastor, Central Baptist Church of idbrw
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