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ABCCONN’S CHURCH ARCHIVE STARTER KIT 
 
 
 
 
 

This kit is dedicated to 
 

MASON ANDREWS 
ABCCONN State Historian 

  
  
  
  
Mason Andrews, ABCCONN’s State Historian,  
had a Dream. He envisioned a research center at  
ABCCONN where scholars, or ordinary people,  
could come and find complete, easily accessible  
information preserving our Connecticut Baptist  
heritage. The amount of work towards this goal that  
this one man completed was astronomical.  
Tragically, his work was cut short on November 23,  
1998 when Mason died of colon cancer.  
  
The ABCCONN Historical Committee, sharing his  
dream and wishing to honor his memory, believe  
that if each church would organize their archives and  
complete a history, Mason’s work would continue.  
  

  
  
  
We are, therefore, sending you a “Starter Kit” to help you begin.  
  

·  Do not be overwhelmed.  
·  Set small goals and work to complete them on a regular basis.  
·  When you finish one goal, go on to the next.  
·  Soon you will be done.  

  
  
  
  

If we can be of any help, or if you have any questions, please contact us. 
1-860-521-5421 
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Make a List of What is in Your Collection  (See Addendum A)  
  
Include  

�  date  
�  description of each document  
�  storage location  

  
  
Use a revision date which will change as you update your collection.  
  
Send a copy of this list to the ABCCONN Historical Committee so we will know what is  
in your collection. (90A North Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107)  
  
  
  
  
Finished at last!  
  

Look what you’ve accomplished!  
  

Mason’s dream is coming true.  
  

Take a break –  
Show your church what you have done –  
Share their history with them.  

  
Now use your archives to write histories,  

Take it apart and use for special displays  
Or to inform members about certain years in their history.  

  
You have a very flexible archival system, limited only by your imagination.  
  
If you are so inclined, you might want to take this process one step further and  
computerize your collection. Don’t forget – save it on two disks. Give one to a friend for  
safekeeping.  
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The ABCCONN Historical Committee has additional materials on the subjects contained  
in this kit, as well as to help your church write its history or plan an anniversary  
celebration.  
  
For copies of these additional materials, contact the ABCCONN office at 90A North Main 
Street, West Hartford, CT 06107; or call 1-860-521-5421.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
The Historical Committee is grateful to John McCrillis, a member of the Committee, for sharing his  
artistic gifts throughout the Church Archive Starter Kit. 
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